
SEAN DUNN

Brussels, the capital of European 
Union, will play host this week to the 2014 
State University of New York (SUNY) 
Model European Union.

Home to the European Parliament 
and the European Commission as well as 
other international organizations such as 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) and EUROCONTROL, Brussels 
is the ideal setting for this event. Like 
the international organizations that call 
the city home, Brussels itself is com-
posed of a diverse population hailing from 
many nations and cultures from around the 
world. Every day, denizens of Brussels go 
about the business of their lives, experienc-
ing and negotiating the unique multicul-
tural and multilingual land-
scape that makes Brussels so 
special.

The ease with which its 
culturally diverse inhabitants 
keep Brussels at the forefront 
of business, politics, and cul-
ture while forging friendships 
in the meantime, is a testa-
ment to the EU vision. That 
sentiment is by no means lost 
on Model EU, which pro-
vides future professionals the 
invaluable skills of negotia-
tion and conflict resolution 
among parties with differing 
interests.

Most importantly how-
ever, Model EU brings future 
leaders from colleges through-
out the US and Europe togeth-
er to celebrate the global com-

munity, build friendships and experience 
the democratic process firsthand.

To begin their adventure, visiting stu-
dents will have the opportunity to tour 
Parliament and the Commission to pose 
questions and to witness the forefront of 
European politics taking place. This will 
set the tone for later meetings, but in the 
time between, students are encouraged 
to take in the unique cultural atmosphere 
that is Brussels. For those interested in 
soaking up a bit of the culture of the 
European institutions, lunchtime in Place 
du Luxembourg is the perfect opportu-
nity. For dinner, perhaps you’re interested 
in experiencing some of the ethnic flare 
of Brussels. If that sounds like you, the 
opportunities are many.

For a taste of West African cuisine, 

explore the many establishments around 
Matonge near Porte de Namur. For other 
tastes, the best place to begin is in the city 
center. You will most likely find yourself 
there sometime seeing the attractions that 
draw tourists from around the world.

If it’s traditional Belgian fare you 
want, try one of the many establishments 
in Place Sainte Catherine, and if Asian 
cuisine is more to your liking, you’ll pass 
plenty of restaurants between Bourse and 
Sainte Catherine or on your way for a 
drink with the bohemian youth in Saint 
Géry. 

For a taste of Middle Eastern culture, 
check out Avenue de Stalingrad, just a 
short walk from Bourse. If you want to end 
the evening with drink between friends, 
the center offers many opportunities. But 

another great place to visit 
is the area surrounding 
Cimetière d’Ixelles. Here, 
you’ll find many other col-
lege students and hopefully 
make some new friends. 
If you like shopping, Rue 
Neuve or the area around 
Louise will not disappoint.

Finally, if history or the 
arts are more to your liking, 
the opportunities Brussels 
has to offer are so many that 
to try to list them all here 
would surely leave some-
thing overlooked. To build 
your own adventure, please 
visit www.visitbrussels.be 
or find the latest copy of the 
free Agenda magazine.

HANNAH NESICH

President of the Council 
Herman Van Rompuy has said he 
has high expectations and looks for-
ward to delegates cooperating and 
creating a positive and constructive 
atmosphere, as the Spring 2014 
Model European Union Summit 
commences.

“Negotiations are always dif-
ficult, lengthy and may often look 
messy from the outside  — and 
sometimes even from the inside,” 
Van Rompuy said. “Leaders must 
be ready to compromise and make 
choices. Some agenda items are more 
important to some states, whereas 
others concern the entire union, like 
employment.”

Van Rompuy said his biggest 
concern is the potential for a politi-
cal stalemate, which he described as 
when the heads of government get so 
absorbed by small details within the 
agendas during negotiations, that the 
bigger picture gets lost.  

“It is important that member 
states defend their national interest, 
but they ought to be cautious not to 
lose focus,” he 
said. “What is 
important is eco-
nomic growth 
and increase 
in structural 
growth. This can 
only be achieved 
through cooper-
ation and the increase of productivity 
within all member states. This is the 
bigger picture.”

Each agenda item is important, 
Van Rompuy said, but the most 
urgent problems should be tackled 
first.

He said the Economic and 
Finance Committee’s agenda item, 
“Innovation and Services in Digital 
Economy as a Solution to Youth 
Employment,” is this summit’s most 

pressing issue because he considers it 
the greatest concern of the EU right 
now.

“Youth unemployment is the 
biggest challenge in Europe right 
now because it puts into question 
the future of the European Union, 
the eurozone, and the most important 
value in Europe; peace.”

Van Rompuy said conflict 
regarding the foreign ministers’ 
agenda, the Common Security and 
Defense Policy, is becoming more 
urgent with the growth and spreading 
of tensions throughout the Middle 
East due to the crisis in Syria.

“The EU needs to develop a 
framework in dealing with security 
concerns created by non-state actors, 
like terrorist organizations and be 
able to react to erupted crisis in a 
unified and timely manner,” Van 
Rompuy said. “I believe that the EU 
ought to consider how Russia would 
interpret such a move and what the 
possible consequences might be — 
politically, militarily, economically 
and structurally. It is not in the inter-
est of the EU to have another episode 
of the Cold War.”

V a n 
Rompuy said 
the Committee 
of Permanent 
Representatives’ 
agenda topic, the 
Treaty of Dublin, 
asylum and 
immigration, is 

another crucial item to be discussed.
“Due to the growing problem 

[of illegal immigration], some EU 
countries — not all — are witness-
ing a considerable level of xenopho-
bia and nationalism,” he said. “The 
prejudices against other EU citizens 
are also growing at an alarming fash-
ion. Here, I speak to the media. The 
problem exists, but the media should 
not blow it out of proportion.”

Van Rompuy said the media’s 

overreaction creates 
panic, extreme nation-
alism and intolerance, 
and that to stop the 
influx of illegal immi-
grants would require 
confronting the prob-
lem at its root in each 
country of origin and 
transit countries.

“So far the EU 
has taken in 40,000 of 
the more than 2 mil-
lion refugees created 
by Syria’s conflict,” he 
said. “Three-quarters 
of asylum applications 
went to just five coun-
tries:  Germany, France, 
Britain, Sweden and 
Belgium. Under the 
Dublin Regulation, 
member states are obliged to take 
unilateral responsibility for any 
application for an asylum seeker. A 
common migration policy will help 
the EU to tackle these challenges 
head-on.”

Van Rompuy said he thinks the 
committee with the most challeng-
ing agenda is the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, which will be discuss-
ing how to create new policies for 
the European Union’s Common 
Security and Defense Policy.

He said the primary reason for 
this is the fact that the CSDP calls for 
member states to invest funds into the 
European defense industry though 
militaristic security, is not a major 
concern for some major states.

“While the biggest security 
threat to date arises from terrorism 
and Islamic extremism — like in the 
UK — some member states con-
sider unemployment and economic 
stagnation as their greatest security 
threat,” Van Rompuy said. “This will 
make things interesting because our 
economies are intertwined. Thus one 
event has the capacity to resonate 

effects elsewhere in the EU.”
Regarding the Head of 

Governments’ agenda, the European 
Union and diplomacy in Iran, Van 
Rompuy said all EU member states 
agree that Iran should not be allowed 
to develop nuclear weapons, calling 
it a worldwide consensus.

“Since 2012, Iranian-EU rela-
tions have been rapidly deteriorat-
ing,” he said. “The election of Hassan 
Rouhani, however, may provide a 
moment of opportunity to change the 
nature of these relations. The most 
recent negotiations in Geneva pro-
vide a glimpse of normalization, and 
indicate that Iran is ready to end the 
diplomatic deadlock, which the EU 
too could benefit from, specifically 
in the energy sector.”

Van Rompuy said he is positive 
and appreciates the fresh tone of the 
new president and his administration, 
but that there is still a lot of work to 
be done to build the trust and confi-
dence that is missing between them.

“This can only be established 
through concrete steps, one at a 
time,” Van Rompuy said.    
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President of the European Council, 
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Welcome to Brussels

Van Rompuy predicts conflict and 
resolution at 2014 simulation

“Innovation and ser-
vices in digital econ-
omy as a solution to 
youth employment 
is this summit’s most 
pressing issue.”
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Students tour the European Union Parliament and Commis-
sion.



LITAL EL KOUBI

As of Jan. 1, 2014, Greece holds the presi-
dency of the Council of the European Union. 
For the next six months, Greece will be faced 
with new responsibilities and goals in the EU. 
With a record high unemployment rate of 27.3 
percent and billions of euros in debt, Greece 
is now not only dealing with its own issues, 
but also with the EU’s daily 
agendas. 

I sat down with Prime 
Minister Antonis Samaras 
in Brussels to discuss how 
the Greek presidency plans 
to tackle these challenges as 
well as Greece’s hopes for 
the future.

What are Greece’s priorities during its 
EU presidency?

From our point of view, economic growth 
and unemployment are interlinked. Everybody 
knows that the Greek people, and certainly our 
young people, are facing unemployment. Our 
goal is to find necessary measures to increase 
the growth rates of the European economies 
on the European level. A second priority of our 
presidency is that of European integration. The 
election of a new commission, parliament and 
president of the European Council, brings a 
window of opportunity to further integrate the 
EU member states.

What are the Greek presidency’s aims 
for the six-month term?

First of all, we want to show to the 
European Union that Greece is able to 
negotiate in a successful way. Secondly, the 
Presidency wants to show open cooperation 
with the other EU member states. We want to 
leave the impression that by acting together, 
looking together for solutions and shouldering 
our responsibilities together, the EU will be 
able to achieve more.

What is Greece’s stance on EU diplo-
macy with Iran?

Greece has had an embassy in Tehran for 
many years now and Iran also has an embassy 
in Athens. We thus recognize each other’s 
situations. As an EU member state laying close 
to Iran, it is beneficial to have constructive 
relationships with our neighbors. About 35 
percent of the petroleum traded by sea passes 

through the Strait of 
Hormuz, which bor-
ders Iran, making it a 
highly important strate-
gic location for inter-
national trade. We are 
convinced that it is in 
the interest for our mari-

time industry to have cooperation with Iran.

How does Greece plan to tackle the 
defense policy of the EU in regard to the 
European Union’s Common Security and 
Defence Policy?

At present, Greece spends 2.5 per cent of 
its GDP on its army. This is the highest military 
spending in Europe, relative to GDP. Moreover, 
Greece is the largest importer of conventional 
weapons in Europe. This is a result of the 
strategic position of our country as the guard-
ians of the EU’s borders. 
The economic crisis has 
lead us to a rough auster-
ity policy and our country 
cannot keep spending as 
much on military. That is 
why a stronger and more 
integrated Common Security and Defence 
Policy is necessary for both the EU and Greece.

How does Greece plan to take advan-
tage of innovation and digital services in 
light of youth unemployment?

In our classic Southern European geron-
tocracy in which the youth unemployment 
rate is the highest among the EU member 

states (27.3 % in August 
2013), age mostly rep-
resents an impenetrable 
barrier to ambition. And 
yet, amidst all the despair, 
there is a rebirth going on 
in Greece. It’s a digital 
renaissance and it’s being 
pioneered by a new gen-
eration of talented young 
Internet entrepreneurs 
who are trying to reinvent 
not only the Greek econ-
omy and society, but also 

Greece’s role in today’s 

global economy. The European Union should 
support this innovation and services in digital 
economy, which will partly solve the problem 
of unemployment as well as economic growth 
of our country.

Where does Greece stand in regard to 
asylum and immigration policies of the EU?

Immigration is a particularly important 
matter for Greece, due to our geographical 
situation, which results in border conflicts. The 
last Dublin II Regulation, which stipulates that 
an illegal immigrant should be sent back to the 
country from which they entered, has caused 
illegal immigration to increase, and in some 
cases, resulted in human tragedies. Added to 
the struggle of the FRONTEX agency to keep 
the borders safe, this issue has led Greece to 
stand for a better, harder immigration policy, to 
protect not only EU citizens, but also migrants.

What are your main concerns for the 
Greek presidency?

The Greek presidency would like to show 
that we have left the existential crisis of the 
Euro behind us, and that we can now devote all 
our energy to the wider economic challenges 
of consolidating the short-term recovery and 
strengthening our policies and tools for the 

future. Consolidating 
recovery includes 
first and foremost the 
follow-up of measures 
we agreed earlier in 
the year, to finance the 
economy, to fight youth 

unemployment, to strengthen structural eco-
nomic growth, to deepen the single market and 
to combat fragmentation. Our competitiveness 
agenda continues with the same determination. 
We want to convince the rest of the EU mem-
ber states and world that Greece is ready for 
changes and it is aware more than ever before 
that changes need to be implemented. We want 
to make sure that Greek people are dedicated 
and will accept the necessary changes. We are 
patriots with love for our country, and we will 
fight to overcome the crisis.

What mark will the Greek presidency 
leave on the EU?

Our presidency will be seen as one of 
hope. In the past Greece has been faced with 
problems that had to be overcome. We are sure 
that in 2014, Greece will not need any further 
financial support from the EU. We’d like to 
bring this message of hope to the European 
level as well.
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Prime Minister Antonis Samaras tells us Greece’s plans, issues and 
goals as the European Union’s Presidency for the first half of 2014

“Our goal is to find 
necessary measures 
to increase the growth 
rates of the European 
economies on the 
European level.”

“The Greek Presidency 
would like to show 
that we have left the 
existential crisis of the 
Euro behind us…”

MARSHA COHEN

SUNY Model EU is back 
and taking Brussels by storm. 
The yearly simulation calls stu-
dents from all over the world to 
act as delegates from the Eu-
ropean Union. While the 
acting portion of the event 
often takes center stage, the 
issues that the students dis-
cuss are very real.

The agenda topics 
for this year’s event ad-
dress heavy issues such as: 
Ukraine’s economy, EU 
and NATO relations, Turk-
ish integration with the EU 
and strengthening the Eu-
ropean economy.

The Heads of Govern-
ments will be discussing 
the Ukraine–EU relation-
ship and Russia’s response 
to the growing relationship.

The EU is the second 
largest trading partner to 
the Ukraine, and possibly 
its ticket into the European 
community. Ukraine and 
the EU want to expand 
their trading relationship, 
but pressure from Russia 
has halted those plans.

This has led to protests 
and unrest among the citizens 
of Ukraine. The acting prime 
ministers and presidents will 
discuss how to deal with the 
protest and the Ukraine’s citi-
zens desires to hold elections 
where citizens support the new 
government. Possible sugges-
tions are to integrate other EU 
members into the trade deal, 
and in effect, it would not hin-
der Ukraine's economy, and 
could possibly  halt any sanc-
tions from Russia.

The Ecofin ministers will 
take on the issue of the troubled 
European economy. On March 
5, 2012 23 EU member states, 

with the exception of United 
Kingdom and Czech Repub-
lic, signed an agreement that 
required them to have a deficit 
lower than 0.5% of GDP. The 
treaty’s objective is to promote 
budget discipline and avoid an-

other  financial crisis. But, what 
if a country fails to meet that re-
quirement?

 The members will try to 
come up with a solution that 
will not only punish those who 
failed to meet the requirement, 
but reinforce the rules. Mem-
bership probation from the EU 
has been suggested as a possi-
ble reprecaution for not meeting 
the standards.

The COREPERs (Com-
mittee of Permanent Repre-
sentatives), will tackle on the 
issue of European Arrest War-
rant reform in the EU.  EAW is 
any judicial decision issued by 
a member state with a view to 

arrest or surrender a requested 
person of another member state 
for the purposes of conducting 
a criminal prosecution. Certain 
crimes such as trafficking of 
stolen vehicles and fraud give 
rise to surrender without veri-

fication of the actual act. Due 
to this lack of clarification the 
UK receives a disproportionate 
amount of warrants than they 
actually issue. This issue opens 
up the  problem of reliability of 
the system and what to do if jus-
tice is carried out improperly. 

Proposals such as adopting 
directives to interpret and trans-
late the right to information in 
criminal proceedings will be 
considered and discussed in the 
meeting as well.

The SUNY Cortland team 
will be representing the Nether-
lands and they have issued res-
olutions about the acceptance 
of refugees into the European 

Union, the troubles facing Tur-
key’s possible integration into 
the EU, Serbia’s integration into 
the EU, The Roma population 
within the EU, and the threat of 
China’s growing economy,and 
the EU’s response to that notion

The topic of Turkish in-
tegration within the EU has 
not only been a hot issue 
within the actually Union, 
but with the students them-
selves. 

“ I think it will be op-
posed by countries. Since 
we still have a lot of huge 
unemployment rates, and 
huge surge of immigrants 
from Turkey that might  
bring vitality to the market 
and bring tension between 
countries,” said Neli Gache-
va, from Ithaca college and  
the acting Prime Minister of 
Spain.

Turkey has been part of 
the European Council since 
1949 and it boast a popula-
tion of 75 million, and a 
hefty GDP of 1,357,734 . 
While this data seems im-
pressive, many hurdles have 
to be jumped in order for 
Turkey to become an EU 

member. Issues like health and 
working standards, and an on 
going conflict with Cyprus - an 
EU member - are just a few is-
sues holding Turkey back from 
formal admission into the EU. 
Delegates will debate whether 
or not to overlook the problems 
Turkey faces and allow them to 
enter the European Union.

Proposals have also been is-
sued to discuss a range of topics 
like the youth unemployment 
issue, proposed by the Delega-
tion of Slovenia and Common 
European Union Personal and 
Corporate Income, proposed by 
the Kingdom of Sweden. 
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