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At Thursday night’s opening cer-
emony, keynote speaker Fernando 
Andresen Guimaraes, head of divi-
sion for Canada and the U.S for the 
European External Action Service, 
described the 
E u r o p e a n 
Union as col-
laborative, but 
not united.

Guimaraes 
addressed the 
importance of 
partnership 
among mem-
ber states and 
offered advice 
to students 
aspiring to 
work in pub-
lic policy, 
during in his 
2 0 - m i n u t e 
speech to 
more than 
150 delegates.

“We are 
at a cross-
roads,” Gui-
maraes said. 
“We have 
the strategic 
global envi-
ronment, but 
what we face 
in Europe is 
complex and 
myriad.”

Guimaraes said the fact that 
the EU is using integrated deci-
sion-making is promising, but 
that they are “talking, not com-
promising” toward a common 

objective and are not using their 
tools effectively.

“[The European Union] is a 
‘mere toddler,’” he said. “The Vati-
can has more experience than we 
do in diplomatic service.”

Guimaraes said the E.U. is de-
veloping the necessary tools, “a 

clear sense of our interests,” but 
that it is becoming “a service pro-
vider” to states in crisis. 

“Geopolitical politics are im-
pacted greatly by the actions of 

the United States,” he said. “It’s 
undeniable that the U.S is likely to 
be much less interventionist, and 
at best is leading from behind. 
Now we’re holding the baby.”

Guimaraes said there is a his-
tory of humanitarian efforts, such 
as diplomatic initiatives in the 

Balkan and French intervention 
in Mali.

Despite these accomplish-
ments, he said, the gaps that exist.

He pointed out that when 

France intervened in Mali to “com-
bat terrorism,” they did not need to 
consult with other member states 
before stepping in.

Guimaraes said that the inten-
tion is there, and member-states are 
“beginning to step up.”

“It’s not perfect,” 
he said. “But it’s 
happening.”

G u i m a r a e s 
said the EU is de-
veloping a clear 
sense of their 
interests, which 
derive from pro-
tecting peace and 
prosperity of the 
union.

Though he 
admittedly started 
off the speech with 
a pessimistic tone, 
he ended with a 
message of opti-
mism.

“Having one 
voice does not 
mean shutting 
off our member 
states,” Guimaraes 
said. “The one 
objective is that 
we’re all saying the 
same thing. That 
has been achieved 
to the 99th per-
centile. There are 
still issues, such 
as when the U.K. 
and France went 

their separate ways about arming 
Syria.”

LITAL EL KOUBI

European Union summit 
delegates planning to travel 
from the U.S to Brussels had a 
troubling time escaping the big 
chill that hung over the U.S on 
Tuesday. 

A record low temperature 
was seen in New York City 
with 4 degrees Fahrenheit 
or -16 Celsius. The wave of 
freezing weather caused chaos 
in the air travel system, forc-
ing thousands of flights to be 
delayed or canceled. Among 
the passengers stranded across 
the country were the EU sum-
mit delegates that were sched-
uled to arrive in Brussels on 
Wednesday.

Some EU delegates in the 
U.S were scheduled to fly out 
of Syracuse, N.Y to John F. 
Kennedy International Airport, 
and then direct from there to 
Brussels. The delegates’ flight 
was delayed twice out of Syra-

cuse. When they had finally 
prepared to board their flight, 
Delta Airlines announced that 
the full crew could not make 
their way there because of the 
weather. 

“We exhausted every air-
port we could think of to get 
connections, 
and even 
thought of fly-
ing to another 
destination in 
Europe and 
getting the 
train,” one of 
the delegates 
said. “The earliest Delta could 
get us out was Thursday, so 
we are en route now.” 

The delegates are cur-
rently flying to LaGuardia, 
with the hopes of making it to 
JFK for a direct flight to Brus-
sels.

Meanwhile, between 
Monday, when the delegates 
were supposed to fly, and 

Thursday, when they were ex-
pected arrive in Brussels, parts 
of New York are still experi-
encing freezing conditions, 
causing major means of trans-
portation such as highways to 
shut down. Only some of the 
delegates were able to make 

it home for 
those few 
days, while 
others were 
stranded in 
Syracuse. 

Swed-
ish del-
egates trav-

elling from the U.S had also 
experienced a troubling jour-
ney to Brussels.

“We were planning to 
leaving on Sunday after-
noon, however, due to the 
weather in the USA we liter-
ally couldn’t leave,” one of 
the Swedish delegates said. 
“We were stranded for three 
days at home. Our flight from 

Buffalo to JFK got delayed. 
We had a rough time getting 
a fixed flight schedule and our 
airline wouldn’t tell us any-
thing or do anything.  After a 
few hours we finally got the 
airline to rebook our flight to 
Wednesday afternoon.” 

The Swedish delegates 
arrived a few hours into the 
summit.   

It had been quite a jour-
ney for the EU delegates trav-
elling to Brussels from the 
U.S. The Swedish delegates 
were relieved to have finally 
arrived after three days of 
traitorous delay. Although 
they had experienced extreme 
fatigue, they were prepared to 
get as much out of the sum-
mit. Meanwhile, speaking 
about the weather in Brussels, 
Swedish delegates remarked 
that it is too hot at 5 degrees 
Celsius.
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“…Due to the weath-
er in the USA we lit-
erally couldn’t leave! 
We were stranded for 
three days at home.”
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Keynote speaker, Fernando Andresen Guimaraes addresses the students

Troubling journey to Brussels...

Keynote speaker sees E.U. as a glass 
half full, with cautious optimism

EU summit delegates describe their troubling travel journeys from the 
deep freeze of the USA to cool Brussels

Continued on page 2



On another note, he gave ad-
vice to students pursuing a career 
in civil service.

“To be a diplomat, you need to 
learn patience and submission. You 
cannot know the future. But you 
must be ready for it.”

To achieve this, Guimaraes said, 
it is imperative to work quickly and 
efficiently.

“Don’t forget to have a life too,” 
he said. “It’s important.”

He added that specialization is 
key, and that there is no substitute 
for starting out in the field as soon 
as possible. He also suggested stu-
dent delegates perfect three main 
practices.

“One: Master the procedures. 
Those who win usually know the 
committee rules. But don’t forget 
what the outcome is. What’s it all 
for?”

His second point was to pre-
pare the ground for your success.

“Success is based on getting 
the agreement of others. Do the 

rounds. Explain your proposals. 
Get their support. Equally, be a 
good listener.”

And finally, don’t sacrifice the 
good for the perfect.

“If you know you’re going to 
end up in a compromise, you 
should always start with an ex-
treme position. Compromise is 

not a dirty word. It’s the way to get 
things done.”

However, he said this can be 
difficult when 28 member states 
are collaborating.

“We are practitioners, we are 
just the team on the field,” he said 
of his colleagues. “In the end, what 
really matters is strategy, where you 
want to go. That’s an issue when 
you have 28 states that are still 
working through different national 
political affiliations. They have dif-
ferent concerns. It’s a process.”

President of the Council Her-
man Van Rompuy said Guimaraes 
gave a good explanation of how the 
EU works.

“As [Guimaraes] illustrated, 
it’s not a one-party system. It’s not 
a state, and therefore this makes it 
really difficult to reach a consen-
sus,” Van Rompuy said. “However, 
the system does work. But overall, 
I think he touched on every key 
note. And this is a good thing be-
cause he started with the pessimis-
tic picture.”

SEAN DUNN

The ECOFIN Secretariat 
stressed the need for the Euro-
pean Union to invest itself more 
heavily in innovation in the 
commercial and industrial sec-
tors, speaking in an interview 
conducted prior to Thursday 
night’s opening ceremony.  Stat-
ing that “Europe cannot com-
pete in basic industries,” the 
Secretariat argued that at pres-
ent, the European Union cannot 
produce consumer goods and 
services at the rate of develop-
ing nations, while preserving its 
high standard of living.

When asked what the pri-

mary concern for ECOFIN 
would be during this parlia-
mentary session, the Secre-
tariat identified that alleviating 
the European Union economy 
would be at the forefront.  The 
Secretariat went on to say that 
in order to do this, youth un-
employment rates must be low-
ered. He also said the technol-
ogy and digital sectors offer 
enormous potential for growth 
in the job market.  For reasons 
such as labor costs, the Secre-
tariat maintained that develop-
ing nations will always have a 
competitive advantage in basic 
industries.  It is therefore neces-
sary for the European Union to 

corner specific sectors that may 
at present be beyond the abili-
ties of the developing world.

In the agenda proposal 
penned in part by the Secretariat 
titled, Innovation and Services 
in Digital Economy as a Solu-
tion for Youth Unemployment, 
a case is made for these sectors 
as viable options in reducing 
youth unemployment.  In the 
fourth quarter of 2012, youth 
unemployment in the European 
Union was 23.3 percent, a rate 
more than twice the percent-
age of the adult unemployment 
rate.  Given the high percentage 
of college educated youth in 
Europe, the Secretariat said the 

work force is available, should 
the digital sector see growth in 
Europe.  The Secretariat also 
said that in order to ensure con-
tinued growth in the European 
digital sector, high quality edu-
cation must be expanded.

Recommendations  to be 
discussed include education 
initiatives to increase IT skills 
and job placement of European 
citizens, as well as measures to 
devolop a Digital Single Market 
to reduce fragmentation and the 
challenges faced by private in-
terests entering the market.

When asked for comment 
on Mr. Guimaraes’ speech at 
Thursday night’s opening cer-
emony, the Secretariat spoke 
of his agreement that the Eu-
ropean Union is the world’s 
largest economy and stands in 
a very good position to grow 
as an economic power.  The 
Secretariat also concurred that 
a coherent defense strategy is 
necessary and a potential area 
for growth.  The Secretariat was 
dubious, however, of increased 
military involvement in foreign 
conflicts.
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ECOFIN Secretariat stresses need for  
innovation, despite calls for more defense

Exclusive interview with Lady Catherine Ashton
JOAO ID

While waiting for the open-
ing of the European Council 
Meeting, staff writer Joao Lu-
cas sat down for a conversation 
with Lady Catherine Ashton, 
high representative of the Union 
for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy and vice-president of the 
European Commission. Lady 
Catherine Ashton was appointed 
High Representative under the 
Lisbon Treaty that addressed 
the new missions and chal-
lenges of the European Union 
and its member states. The High 
Representative of the EU is the 
President of the Foreign Affairs 
Council, head of the External 
Action Services and President of 
the European Defence Agency. 
During the interview, Ashton 
spoke about her expectations for 
the outcomes of the conference 
and highlighted new challenges 
that the EU could face in the 
coming years.

Ashton first discussed the 
Economic and Finance Commit-
tee’s agenda item, “Economic 
and Service in Digital Economy 
as a Solution to Youth Employ-
ment”, because today some EU 

Member States account with 
over 25 percent of unemploy-
ment among people between 
18 and 25 years. She said “pro-
viding security by job creation 
is one of the biggest challenges 
that the EU faces today and it’s 
a topic high on the agenda of 
the summit”. Furthermore Lady 
Ashton stated that “Youth is an 
important key to the future of the 
EU”.

Ashton also addressed the 
question of whether it is feasible 
to allow Turkey to join the mem-
ber states in the supranational 
Institution.  Since the 1950s, 
Turkey has been requesting to be 
a part of the EU, but with their 
claims over north Cyprus, which 
is part of the EU, their request 
has been denied and highly de-
bated. This poses a problem 
for the EU as Turkey is a key 
country in providing energy for 
member states. Ashton said “any 
country that follows EU recom-
mendations related to financial 
and cultural aspects should have 
the right to apply for a member-
ship in the EU, and Turkey has 
been improving standards by 
Europeanizing their political 
governance and aiming to have 

their government and society to 
be more similar to Western gov-
ernance standards”.

Ashton also spoke about 
the future of Common Defence 
Security Policy (CSDP), as 2013 
was her last year as High Repre-
sentative of Foreign Affairs for 
the EU. 

Lady Ashton has been 
known for a inclination for a 
more civilian approach from the 
EU whereas Javier Solana, the 
former High Representative of 
CSDP, sought a more military 
response from the Security and 
Defense management. None-
theless, Lady Ashton said the 
CSDP will be the main focus 
of the Committee: “We will try 
to reach an agreement that will 
permit the Union to be self-suf-
ficient in the defense industry.” 
She also said “the EU’s previous 
work has been ongoing in three 
areas: increasing their effective-
ness, visibility and impact of the 
CSDP; enhancing the develop-
ment of defense capabilities; and 
strengthening Europe’s defense 
industry.” 

Ashton also commented the 
EU’s achievement in its progress 
with the diplomatic discussions 

with Iran over nuclear weap-
onry. 

In December 2013, how-
ever, EU representatives were 
disappointed when the Belaru-
sian Supreme Court convicted 
one criminal defendant to the 
death penalty. Lady Ashton said 
“the EU opposes capital punish-
ment under all circumstances.” 
She also said “the death penalty 
is a cruel and inhuman punish-
ment, which fails to act as a de-
terrent, opposing to act as well 
under a law that foster human 
dignity and integrity”. Contra-
diction prevails in previous ar-
guments over whether a civilian 
approach is really being used, as 
Lady Ashton supports a military 
approach by highlighting the 
importance of EU’s military de-
fence to enhance their position 
in the international organizations 
spectrum.

Will the EU achieve its goal 
in pushing forward more effec-
tive development of the CSDP? 
Only time will tell if the out-
comes of this summit will pres-
ent a framework that compels 
the EU’s real capabilities, while 
it is passing through a turmoil 
during the financial crisis.

Keynote speaker: Continued from page 1


