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Economics and finance ministers convened 
on Friday to discuss policy recommendations 
aimed at promoting innovation and services in 
digital economy as a solution to youth unem-
ployment. The EU is trying to focus on these 
topics as a way for the economy to get back on 
its fee. Progress was made with the consensus of 
three proposal recommendations. As the leading 
economic force in the world, it is crucial for the 
European Union to pave the way for a new digi-
tal age.  Following the economic crisis of 2008, 
the EU is still recovering, with the economies of 
Greece and Spain still on the rocks.When talking 
about progress so far in the summit, the Secretar-
iat stated, “we were able to move forward with 
this summit and get several recommendations to 
pass.”

A recommendation proposed by Italy’s 
economics and finance minister states  “con-
tinued expansion of a fiber optic network and 
improvement of internet infrastructure through 
the funding of ‘Connecting Europe Facility’ tar-
geting states with low youth employment and or 
states with limited internet access”.

“As we are trying to decrease youth un-
employment and to improve digital services in 
Europe, having a better fiber optic network will 
mean that digital services will improve,” said 
Germany’s economics and finance minister. 
“An expansion of the digital network will pro-

vide youth, especially those that live in rural ar-
eas without Internet access, more opportunities 
and spheres that they would not have known 
otherwise. Additionally, such infrastructure im-
plantation will create more jobs”.

However, objection was voiced by the del-
egate of France, who reminded the committee 
of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) under 
which expansion of high speed internet access to 
rural areas is already included. Concern was also 
voiced by both the delegates of Slovakia and 
Greece over the possibility for larger and bet-
ter established internet service providers (ISPs) 

to gain an unfair advantage in the telecommu-
nications market. Interestingly, the potential for 
such a situation was identified by the European 
Commission despite the overall approval of the 
motion during a recess mere minutes before the 
restart of the debate.  

In a post-session interview, the delegate 
of Germany wished to assuage these concerns 
saying, “local companies would employ local 
workers”.  When asked for comment regarding 
the amended version of the fiber optic network 
expansion proposal recommendation, she stated 
that while she shared the sentiment of the recom-
mendation, she must balance the interests of the 

European Union with those of her constituents.  
Additionally, the German delegate expressed 
that while she supports the development of stan-
dardized telecommunication pricing throughout 
Europe, the establishment of infrastructure and a 
competent workforce are the first steps to build-
ing a strong digital economy. “We don’t only 
need educated people, we also need infrastruc-
ture that allows them to work”.

In addition, Polish finance and economics 
minister has proposed a policy recommendation 
urging the improvement of IT skills of workers 
through investment in technical education of 
youth at primary, secondary and tertiary educa-
tional institutions. Furthermore, Poland urged 
to connect employers and youth through intern-
ships and work opportunities through media 
sources. Poland’s recommendation was passed 
with a majority vote and with one abstention 
from France.

A policy proposed to ensure that the intel-
lectual potential of the EU is fully exploited had 
been voted in favor by 19 member states with 
9 abstentions. The recommendation will support 
innovation by considering improvements in re-
search and simplifying obstacles, such as acces-
sibility to finance.

It has been a long, yet successful, summit 
for the economics and finance ministers. With 
three policy recommendations passed, progress 
has been made by the European Union in maxi-
mizing the digital age to the fullest in a step to 
further combat youth unemployment.

HANNAH NESICH

The heads of government fin-
ished their primary agenda and 
began debating the supplementary 
agenda items on their first day in 
on Friday’s official kick-off of the 
SUNY MEU simulation summit.

The prime ministers’ primary 
agenda item addressed diplomacy 
in Iran, and featured recommenda-
tions about treaties, sanctions and 
relations with the United States.

The committee passed a mo-
tion that would allow delegates to 
open an EU embassy in Tehran to 
ease decades of tension and to allow 
more direct contact between the 
two parties.

Four of the five agenda items 
were struck down due to time con-
straints and the fact that some rec-
ommendations already had resolu-
tions, according to President of the 
Council Herman Van Rompuy.

“Those that were ready to be 
discussed were already passed, so 
we shouldn’t discuss something 
that already has a resolution to it. 
But I think it’s very important that 
we also focus on the positive aspect 

of what happened,” Van Rompuy 
said. “As I mentioned, the negotia-
tions are messy and they will con-
tinue to be so, but in this mess the 
European Union always finds a 
consensus.”  

The delegates seconded an 
amended version of the recom-
mendation allowing an ambassa-
dorial team to explore the benefits 
of establishing a permanent em-
bassy in Tehran.

Another delegate raised a mo-
tion to pass 
the original 
p r o p o s a l , 
a l l o w i n g 
d e l e g a t e s 
to open an 
embassy in 
Iran, because 
she said an EU embassy has already 
been established in Iran. The mo-
tion passed.

Once the primary agenda was 
officially completed, it left the floor 
open for the consideration of sup-
plementary agenda items.

The first supplementary item 
that was discussed addressed the 
common European Union Protec-

tion Law. It recommended a set of 
laws that deals specifically with data 
protection and the establishment of 
clearer regulations on how data is 
shared with countries outside the 
European Union.

Eventually, the delegates voted 
to table the item until Saturday and 
added an amendment related to the 
United Kingdom.

The second supplementary item 
that was discussed was about the 
European Union’s relationship with 

Ukraine 
and social 
issues that 
should be 
c o n s i d -
ered while 
discussing 
action to 

take in that region.
Throughout the meeting, some 

delegates expressed irritation 
about how the session was being 
conducted. During the first press 
conference, Van Rompuy said the 
committee chairs were working to 
improve communication between 
delegates and the presidency team 
regarding the parliamentary pro-

cedures.
“We are working to make it 

easier. Some things could have 
been said in the beginning of the 
meeting. We will address them. I 
believe we are making progress,” 
Van Rompuy said. “We are heads 
of government after all; we repre-
sent national states and interests of 
the European Union. It’s difficult to 
find a line to divide. Everyone is re-
ally working hard to find that line.”

After the first press conference, 
the president of the European 
Commission said she was disap-
pointed at how the committee 
meeting was being run.  

“I think there is a lot of tension 
in the room between the countries 
themselves and the president of the 
council, including the secretariat,” 
she said.

As the day concluded, the presi-
dent of the council announced the 
meeting’s accomplishments, in-
cluding an agreement to establish 
an embassy in Tehran and a goal to 
discuss E.U. security data policies 
and the EU’s relationship with the 
Ukrainian government on Satur-
day.
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ECOFIN Ministers discuss the digital economy during the first session of the summit.

The Digital Highway: Road to economic bliss

HOGs welcome new relations with Iran
An expansion of the 
digital network will 
provide youth more 
opportunities.

“
”

Foreign Affair Ministers 
tackled various aspects 
of their agenda during 
the first day of the MEU 
Simulation and hope for 
a successful second day 
of negotiations.

Full story on page 3

The negotiations are 
messy and they will 
continue to be so, but in 
this mess the European 
Union always finds a 
consensus.

“

”



BRIAN CAMPBELL

As several violent conflicts 
outside of Europe threaten global 
security, the Foreign Ministers intro-
duced peacekeeping missions to the 
European Union on Friday morn-
ing, but not without division.

The Ministers voted on four 
recommendations, including a pro-
posal to establish independent Euro-
pean Union peacekeeping missions 
and civilian operations, and also 
require member states to seek ap-
proval for military intervention from 
the European Council and the High 
Representative of the Union for For-
eign Affairs.

This recommendation comes 
in the wake of debate at the Euro-
pean Union regarding French in-
volvement in the Central African 
Republic and incorporating other 
member states into the effort. Cur-
rently France has 1,600 troops de-
ployed in the conflict-torn country. 
EU officials are considering deploy-
ing an additional 700 troops through 
multilateral efforts.

Under the new recommenda-
tion, member states may only inter-
vene in conflicts unilaterally if their 
national security is threatened.

President Van Rompuy de-
scribed the proposal as an opportu-

nity to expand the European Union’s 
presence on the world stage in a uni-
fied way. “We want the Common 
Security and Defense Policy to be 
visible from the outside” said Van 
Rompuy. “It would be an addition to 
current operations.”

Several delegates expressed 
similar enthusiasm. The Austrian 
Foreign Minister stated that “we all 
can agree that having a joint civilian 
action would be in all of our inter-
ests. With that, 
it will strength-
en our ties as a 
union.”

On the 
other hand, the 
Italian Foreign 
Minister point-
ed out that the 
phrasing of the 
recommen -
dation could 
conflict with 
mil i tary 
operations 
a l r e a d y 
conducted 
by indi-
v i d u a l 
member  states, such as the French 
and UK mission in Mali.  

To address this, the Minister 
introduced two amendments, one 

specifying that the law would “only 
apply to future peacekeeping opera-
tions and civilian operations.” She 
expressed doing so would “prevent 
retrospective action against the 
French in Mali.”

The second amendment adds 
to the recommendation, specifying 
that a state does not need approval 
from the European Union if “a direct 
threat to a nation’s national security 
presents itself”, she said.

The German 
Foreign Minis-
ter questioned the 
amendment, how-
ever, calling it “too 
vague”. He stated 
that “more strict” 
wording is neces-
sary, so as to pre-
vent ambiguity.

“Would this 
relate to every na-
tional security is-

sue?” he said, “if 
a conflict relates 
to national se-
curity” in even 
the most indirect 
way, “does [the 

crisis] deserve an intervention?” De-
spite his question, the amendment 
was passed.

The Foreign Ministers also 

voted on a recommendation to “use 
military battlegroups” in order to 
“protect interests of the EU within 
its borders, as well as an in its neigh-
borhood.” The motions passed, but 
only after several revisions were 
made.

The Netherlands Foreign Min-
ister stated that “[the Foreign Minis-
ters] need to define what we mean 
by ‘neighboring countries’ and 
proposed an amendment to replace 
those words with “within its bor-
ders, as well as globally.” This was 
to make the recommendation “less 
restrictive” he said, “such as refer-
ring to any part of the world the EU 
would wish to intervene.”

Military battlegroups were 
introduced several decades ago to 
respond to international crisis, but 
have rarely been used.

Finland’s Foreign Minister in-
troduced an amendment to specify 
that battlegroups will only be used 
as a “last resort”, she said. However, 
the recommendation was eventually 
removed entirely.

The Foreign Ministers also 
voted on recommendations to estab-
lish EU-operated military bases in 
neighboring countries, and pooling 
the resources of member-states to 
expand the European Union’s col-
lective defense capabilities.
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Foreign Ministers agree to peacekeeping 
operations, but sovereignty is an issue

JOAO ID AND 
ROBERTO LOBIANCO

The Permanent Represen-
tatives made some progress on 
the main agenda item for today, 
reaching consensus on two of the 
proposals and making one fur-
ther recommendation to be sent 
to the heads of government for 
final consideration.The commit-
tee’s agenda attempts to address 
immigration, human trafficking 
and reform border control in the 
European Union.

In 2011 nearly 100,000 
people were arrested while trying 
to enter Europe through Turkey. 
Coastal border areas, like Italy’s 
Lampedusa, experience waves 
of migrants fleeing places like 
Eritrea and Somalia. A boat car-
rying over 500 migrants capsized 
off the coast of Lampedusa kill-
ing at least 360 in October 2013.

Ultimately, the represen-
tatives voted unanimously to 
merge two of the proposals, both 
relating to Frontex, the Euro-
pean border management agency 
which coordinates the co-opera-
tion between EU Member States 
in the field of border security and 
illegal immigration.

The adopted proposal calls 
to enhance the cooperation be-
tween border surveillance au-
thorities including developing a 

network of databases in the field 
of immigration, the Shengen In-
formation System, which is the 
largest information system for 
public security in Europe, the 
Eurodat database and the Visa 
Information System.The Mem-
ber States reached consensus in 
passing both recommendations 
and furthermore amended both 
in aiming to create one proposal.   

Another topic suggested by 
the Austrian representative was 
a recommendation on how to 
deal with immigrants according 
to their situation. Hence, three 
different immigrant situations 
were proposed. Asylum seekers, 
immigrants and victims of hu-
man trafficking. The delegates 
decided to emphasize and elabo-
rate different policies for different 
categories of immigration.

On the other hand, represen-
tatives from Poland and Finland 
were concerned about the impli-
cations for privacy rights as well 
as the logistical challenges that 
go along with creating a track-
ing system.  “How would you do 
this without checking everyone’s 
passport which would defeat the 
purpose of the Schengen Zone?,” 
said Pilvi-Sisko Vierros-Ville-
neuve, the delegate from Finland. 
“We must differentiate between 
asylum seekers, migrant workers 
and the victims of trafficking,” 

said Cian Westmoreland, co-
chair of the committee.

Today Europe faces a chal-
lenge that has been increasing 
in the last couple of years due to 
the uprising conflicts of the Arab 
Spring - asylum seekers. Asylum 
seekers come to Europe pursu-
ing better life conditions since 
their own countries are facing 
governmental instabilities. The 
four main countries that receive 
the most asylum requests from 
refugees are Belgium, France, 
Italy and Germany. Statistics 
shows that during year 2011 
over 302,000 refugees requested 
asylum in Europe. Belgium re-
ceived 31,915 requests, France 
57,000, Italy 34,115 and Ger-
many 53,225. The high increase 
of asylum seekers shown by EU-
ROSTAT means that effective 
policies must be drafted.

Additionally, the meeting 
addressed the proposal calling 
for tougher rules against those 
criminals involved in human traf-
ficking in order to tackle the issue 
from a different perspective, that 
of the criminals who are utilizing 
trafficked individuals.

Consensus over human traf-
ficking was not easily reached, 
especially since countries di-
verged over the Slovenian pro-
posal that specified whether there 
should be a bigger time frame on 

the sentences of convicted crimi-
nals of human trafficking.

Human trafficking has been 
a major issue for the EU since 
almost 10,000 out of 500 million 
people are identified as possible 
human traffic victims. Data from 
Italy suggests a high number in 
which 3.9 out of 100,000 people 
are supposedly victims. Numbers 
are even higher in Cyprus, which 
accounts for 6.3 out of 100.000. 
These figures indicate that human 
trafficking should be high on the 
agenda of EU bureaucrats. Sta-
tistics from EUROSTAT show 
shocking figures which conclude 
that over the last three years most 
human trafficking victims were 
women,  with 61% of all victims 
being European nationals.

A decision finally was 
reached with the proposition of 
Slovenia being amended within 
the UK, Belgium and Croatian 
proposition that enhanced the 
European Arrest Warrant (EAW). 
The EAW surrenders procedures 
to the member states. The deci-
sion simplifies and speeds up the 
procedures, given that the whole 
political and administrative phase 
is replaced by a judicial mecha-
nism.

Addressing asylum seekers 
will be main focus of tomorrow’s 
meeting during the last day of the 
conference.
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Permanent Representatives Committee makes progress
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The High Representative of 
Foreign Affairs leads the 
discussion.


