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 Brussels, Belgium, is the de facto 
capital of Europe, which makes it the perfect 
place for a European Union simulation. Stu-
dents from the United States and Europe will 
come together to participate in Model Euro-
pean Union (MEU) — a simulation where 
students will discuss various policy issues 
concerning the EU, acting as actual govern-
mental figures.
 Since World War II Brussels has 
been the center for international politics per-
taining to the European Union. It’s also home 
to various institutions such as the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as well 
as some European Parliament activity.
 Belgium is a trilingual country with 
Dutch, French and German as its official lan-

guages, and with English widely understood. 
Flemish is the dialect of Dutch spoken in 
Brussels, which is seen as a  diverse capital 
with many cultures from around the world. 
This makes the country a significant player 
when it comes to international politics. 
 Brussels is the leading city for in-
ternational politics which offers scholars  the 
opportunity to acquire the experience needed 
to understand what the democratic process-
es consist of, along with giving students the 
knowledge of international politics. All these 
different ingredients make Brussels a suit-
able location for MEU.
 Brussels has many opportunities to 
offer and historical sites that give students 
the ability to learn about the world around 

them. Shops and cafes and historical muse-
ums are throughout the city, allowing stu-
dents to enjoy themselves as well. 
 MEU gives students the opportunity 
to resolve conflicts concerning the EU and to 
discuss policy initiatives. It’s structured to 
educate students about  EU policies and help 
students understand how  diplomats engage 
in policy making. Students will prepare an 
alter ego role to represent a delegate of their 
designated country. 
 Students will discuss and research 
issues that concern their country and brain-
storm and propose  conflict solutions. The 
Presidency teams will develop an agenda 
that proposes potential discussion items to 
be reviewed at the simulation.

By Alexandra Breton

Brussels and MEU: perfect partners
Belgium hosts simulation for second time

The Grand Place is the central square in Brussels, Belgium.            Photo courtesy of wikimedia.org



 The promise of 
intercultural exchange 
has, and continues to be, 
one of the great advan-
tages of  SUNY Model 
European Union (MEU).
 In the name of 
encouraging this prac-
tice, Eva Froneberg, 
high representative of 
Foreign Affairs and vice 
president of the Com-
mission throughout this 
year’s MEU, has spoke 
to us regarding her 
thoughts and previous 
experiences with this 
simulation.
 Froneberg is an 
international affairs stu-
dent at Vesalius College 
and is now approach-
ing the last semester of 
her undergraduate ca-
reer.. Although she is 
of American descent on 
her mother’s side and of 
German descent on her 
father’s side, she consid-
ers herself to be Austri-
an, as she has spent most 
of her life growing up 
in Vienna, the country’s 
capital. 
 It is clear that 
intercultural exchange 
has played an important 
role in Froneberg’s life 
thus far. In her 10th year 
of school, she partici-

pated in an educational 
exchange program that 
sent her to Australia 
for one academic year. 
Later, after graduating 
from high school, she 
completed a certificate 
to teach English as a for-
eign language and con-
tinued to teach English 
in a Chinese primary 
school for six months.
 It was her in-
ternational background 
coupled with her trav-
el experiences that led 
Eva to develop an avid 
interest in internation-
al conflict resolution 
and humanitarian stud-
ies, which she someday 
wishes to pursue in a 
master’s program. It has 
furthermore influenced 
her decision to partici-
pate in the MEU both in 
2015 and 2016.

NE: Please reflect on 
your previous experi-
ence with the Model 
EU and what you have 
learned from it. Do you 
think it will impact your 
coming experience? If 
so, how?

EF: Last year I was the 
French Permanent Rep-
resentative, Pierre Sel-

lal, in the COREPER 
Council. We discussed 
the issue of EU citizen-
ship and immigration. 
Though we did reach a 
conclusion in the end, it 
took us quite some time 
to discuss and negotiate 
over seemingly trivi-
al points. However, in 
hindsight, I have come 
to realize that these mo-
ments, which frustrat-
ed me at the time, were 
great learning experi-
ences and reflected real 
life experiences. 
 This knowl-
edge will surely impact 
the way I approach this 
year’s simulation. In 
addition, my previous 
experience will help 
me anticipate possible 
issues that could arise 
during the simulation 
and will thus influence 
the way in which I intend 
to approach chairing the 
Foreign Affairs Council. 
Last year’s Model EU 
was a fantastic experi-
ence during which I met 
some incredible people 
and learned a great deal, 
so I am really looking 
forward to the 2016 
Model EU here in Brus-
sels.

See EVA page 4
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 As the Model European Union (MEU) con-
ference is upon us, Rey Muniz III has a vision for his 
country’s role. Muniz is part of the Dutch Presidency 
and will be simulating Prime Minister Mark Rutte. The 
Dutch Presidency will present its legislative program to 
other delegations in the hope that they will approve it.
 “Obviously we expect the language of the res-
olution to evolve with the council’s deliberations,” Mu-
niz said. “While we hope to maintain the basic integrity 
of our proposal, I am looking forward to seeing what 
additions and amendments my fellow delegates can 
bring to the table.” 
 Muniz has been an MEU participant for the 
last four years of his college experience. He first joined 
as a freshmen at Jamestown Community College. 
During his time there, Muniz was able to experience 
the MEU conference for the first time in Belgium and 
the following year in New York City. 
 “Each of these conferences has been an incred-
ible experience for me,” he said. “Both academically 
and socially, I always walk away with a better under-
standing of the Union and with a host of great memo-
ries and great friends.”  Now, Muniz gets to represent 
the Netherlands and lead the meetings of the European 
Council.
 Muniz stated that the point of the simulation 
will be to have peaceful negotiations about expanding 
the European economy, to invest in the digital infra-
structure and to provide better opportunities for educa-
tion for young people. 
 “I want to make sure that every head of gov-
ernment has the opportunity to contribute to our dis-
cussions in a substantive way,” he said. “There are few 
things more rewarding than concluding a conference 
knowing that you helped to shape the final product.”  
 The “Mark Rutte” simulator was asked if there 
are any useful tricks for having the advantage during 
meetings. Muniz said he’s one to play by the books.
  “Obviously, a solid grasp of policy details 
is pivotal. It’s also important to understand what the 
Council itself is charged with doing,” he said. “But ul-
timately, I would say that a thorough erudition in par-
liamentary procedure goes the farthest in terms of con-
trolling debate.”
 Muniz learned the rules during his first few 
years in the program and now leads his team — based 
at SUNY at Albany — to the conference.
 To all newcomers, Muniz reminds participants 
to engage in every conversation, despite any nerves.
 “Be confident. Do your best and have fun do-
ing it. Don’t be afraid to speak up and enter the debate,” 
he said. “Keep in mind international cooperation, but 
don’t be scared to get aggressive when it’s important. I 
can guarantee you it will be one of the most rewarding 
experiences of your life.”

The Presidency
 Meet Eva 
 Froneberg

Eva Froneberg        Photo courtesy of Vesalius.edu

By Hans Hyppolite

By Nadja Eckert
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 With the recent events that have tak-
en place in Europe, it might seem as if Brus-
sels is a wild, dysfunctional battleground. 
However, world-class restaurants keep cook-
ing, the aroma of waffles and fries fill small 
cobblestone streets and top-flight museums 
are keeping their doors open. Locals and ex-
pats continue to chew on their chocolate as 
the city’s buzz remains alive because, well, 
that’s just what Belgians do.
 There are more police than usu-
al and military trucks have replaced Mini 
Coopers parked on the streets, but Brussels 
is still an often-underrated, architecturally 
amazing must-see. From its late-17th-centu-
ry city center to the modern shops that sur-
round it, every area offers something special. 

 Safety Tips 

 Brussels is generally a safe place. 
However, it is important to stay vigilant and 
keep your bags zipped and close to your per-
son. 
 Have all important contacts saved 
in your phone in case of an emergency. It is 
never a good idea to be alone in a new city, 
especially at night. 
 Although the variety of Belgian 
beers are tempting, try to not get carried 
away. Ensuring that motor skills and sens-
es remain unimpaired is an important part of 
keeping safe.

 Getting around
 
  Although sometimes late and under 
construction, the public transport can get you 
just about anywhere. Going from Vesalius 
College to the downtown area is relatively 
easy. The 95 bus will take you directly from 
Bourse to Etterbeek Station where Vesalius 
College is located. The 25 tram will also take 
you from the city center to Etterbeek. From 
Louise (considered Brussels’ 5th Avenue): 
Take the 94 until Legrand and switch to the 
25, which will take to you Etterbeek. 

 Exploring 

 Brussels has a variety of neighbor-
hoods worth strolling though. During a short 

stay it may be hard to see them all, but here 
are some top picks you don’t want to miss. 
From downtown:
 To say the Grand Place is eye can-
dy is an understatement. The intricate gold 
designs and gothic structures will leave you 
in awe. Surrounding the area, you will find 
welcoming chocolatiers and 1€ waffle stands 
that you won’t need Google Maps to find —
the alluring smell will lead you to the chewy, 
sweet delights. 
 For some Belgian beers, you can 
stop at Delirium Café where you can choose 
from their extensive list of over 2,000 dif-
ferent beers. From here, you can weave your 
way up to Galeries Royales Saint-Hubert, 
which was built in 1846 and features luxury 
shop, cafes, a cinema and a theater. 
 Next, follow the forks on most 
streets to head toward Palais Royal de Brux-
elles (The Royal Palace) where you will also 
find the famous Bozar museum and Museum 
of Musical Instruments. 
 If you take the roundabout, and 
walk toward the Palais de Justice Bruxelles 
(Palace of Justice), you can turn right toward 
our next favorite square: Le Sablon. This 
square is another chocolate-friendly must-
see.
 A few places to stop are the Church 
of Notre-Dame au Sablons, the gorgeous 
Laduree macaron shop, and the dozens of 
chocolatiers that surround the square. Pierre 
Marcolini always offers a free piece to try. 
Passion, an independent chocolatier with a 
fire-truck-red storefront, offers handmade 
chocolate — a few pralines from here could 
make for a perfect gift.
 Once you reach the top of the 

square (walking toward the front entrance 
of the church), hop on the 93 tram toward 
Legrand. Stop at Bailli, and start preparing 
for the best fries in Brussels. Turn left from 
the stop and head down toward Place Flagey 
(Square Flagey). Here you will see a young-
er crowd and a small lake with cozy cafes 
and bars around. 
 On the main square, head toward 
Frit Flagey, a small shack near the under-
ground parking lot. There will likely be a 
line that can range from 10-30 people. It’s 
worth the wait. 
 Although there are a variety of sauc-
es, some popular ones are Brazil (a sweeter 
sauce with a touch of curry, like nothing you 
have ever tried before), Andalouse (mayo 
with a dash of roasted red pepper with a 
kick) and Samourai (another pepper-based 
sauce with a milder kick). 
 Sit on a bench and devour — no 
one is watching.
 From here, you can head over to 
Café Belga, a traditional café with a vibrant 
and young atmosphere. It sits on the corner 
near the bus station and the red chairs on the 
terrace will be easy to find. Unwind from 
your day, order a Belgian beer and enjoy the 
moment. At night, Belga welcomes DJs and 
lively music, but by day the sound of chatter, 
laughter and breaking glasses fill the air.
 Although you will most probably be 
full by this time, you can always grab a bite 
in the surrounding streets of Flagey. Umami-
do offers delicious ramen noodles that will 
be the perfect winter dish to warm you up. 
Les Penates is another cozy spot that offers 
sandwiches, salads and soups in a small, can-
dlelit area. Ami is vegetarian-friendly, with 
burgers and fresh, colorful salads that omni-
vores can enjoy too.
 Now that you are not too far from 
Vesalius College, you can head over to Ci-
metière d’Ixelles (Ixelles Cemetery) where 
students will be bustling around the bars. 
Hop on the 71 bus toward Delta at Flagey’s 
bus station. Get off at Cimetière d’Ixelles 
where you will find college students enjoy-
ing themselves and taking a break from their 
studies.
 Happy beer-drinking, sweets-eating 
and fries-devouring to all!

Taking Brussels

By Kata Knezovic

Where to go, what to do and how to do it

Flag of the Brussels-Capital Region by SiBr4 -  
commons.wikimedia.org



NE: What are your expectations 
for the SUNY Model EU 2016?

EF: I am greatly looking forward 
to this year’s Model EU, as I am 
excited to meet my fellow partic-
ipants from the U.S. and Europe 
and to share this experience with 
them. Throughout the simula-
tion, I am expecting negotiations 
to be difficult from time to time, 
but I am sure that we will work 
through any difficulties and come 
to fruitful conclusions. In doing 
so, we will gain a better practical 
understanding and appreciation 
for the way negotiations work in 
the real world.

NE: What are some of the issues 
you would like to discuss?

EF: The Foreign Affairs Council 
[FAC] will be working to draft 
a new European Security Strat-
egy, which has not been updat-
ed since 2003. As globalization 
and technological progress have 
changed our world drastically in 
the last decade, this will be an 
incredibly important feat. Con-
sidering recent events that have 
directly affected our Union’s se-
curity [and] Member States, now 
more than ever [we]  must come 
together to draft a consistent and 
comprehensive security strategy 
to tackle both conventional and 
unconventional threats to our val-
ues and citizens’ safety. The FAC 
will therefore aim to identify and 
prioritize these threats, as well as 
modify and streamline the man-
ner in which the EU responds to 
them to be more flexible, coordi-
nated and effective.

Eva cont. from page 2
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 According to a 2015 
paper published by integration 
scholar Marie-Sophie Callens, 
Callens hypothesized that inte-
gration policies lead to more ac-
ceptance of immigrants by their 
host communities. This higher 
level of acceptance could lead 
to less tension and racism. Less 
racism would likely lead to mi-
grants having a positive view of 
their European neighbors, and 
thus to more peaceful relations.
  But just a short time 
after the paper was published, 
Islamic extremists residing 
in Belgium killed 130 peo-
ple in Paris in the name of the 
self-proclaimed Islamic State. 
This event shattered the pro-
posed hypothesis.
  Salah Abdeslam, one 
of the main suspects for the 
Paris attacks is a French citizen, 
grew up in Belgium and worked 
for a major transportation com-
pany in Brussels. He was and 
was known to have had an ac-
tive social life in high school.
  What’s more, accord-
ing to the Migration Integra-
tion Policy Index (MIPEX), 
Belgium has one of the highest 
integration scores in the Euro-
pean Union (EU) aside from 
the Scandinavian countries and 
Portugal. Additionally, the MI-

PEX website states that “Bel-
gians have maintained more 
favorable attitudes towards im-
migrants than most in Europe.” 
If the aforementioned hypoth-
esis had been true, Belgium 
would have never become “the 
biggest suspected source, per 
capita, of foreign fighters for 
ISIS” as The New York Times 
stated.
  So what was wrong 
with the argument? First, may-
be integration is in no way a 
potential inhibitor of radical-
ization. This is quite probable as 
there have been cases of Euro-
pean teenagers born and raised 
in non-Muslim middle class 
families leaving for Syria. Such 
cases prove that integration 
does not prevent radicalization. 
Or at least not completely. How-
ever, policies tackling the issue 
from other angles do not seem 
to provide a solution either.
  Belgium has been 
grappling with the issue of radi-
calization since the early 2000s. 
In 2004, a group of Islamic ex-
tremists killed 191 train pas-
sengers in Madrid. Among the 
perpetrators, some “had been 

radicalized in Belgium,” a Flem-
ish Peace Institute report stated. 
According to the same report, 
Belgium took immediate action 
by adopting the Radicalism Ac-
tion Plan. 
 Following this plan, 
the Organe de Coordination 
pour l’Analyse de la Menace 
(Organization of Coordination 
for Threat Analysis), tracks 
radical opinions — whether 
they are expressed on the ra-
dio, during a religious service, 
or through any other public 
medium — and tries to mini-
mize their influence. Some of 
the tools they use are blocking 
extremists’ entry into Belgium 
and withdrawing perpetrator’s 
Belgian nationality.
  These measures have 
obviously fallen short. The solu-
tion could lie in pan-European 
policies. In November’s G20, 
leaders discussed enhancing 
border controls between Syria 
and Turkey, increasing the shar-
ing of intelligence information 
and preventing terrorists’ access 
to any financial or military aid. 
As the self-proclaimed Islamic 
State threatens European states 
in recent propaganda videos, 
EU member states must unite 
to impede any further radical-
ization within its borders.

The missing link
Is there a relationship between 
integration and radicalization? 
 By Marie van Boxel
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The Network and Information 
Security Directive 
By Emiel Haeghebaert

Graphic courtesy of ec.europa.eu

 Companies across the world are 
preparing to be subjected to a wide range 
of cyber security regulations as the Euro-
pean Union (EU) prepares to enter the Net-
work and Information Security Directive 
(NIS) into law.
 This directive would impose a 
standard security level across all member 
states for digital technologies, networks 
and services. It is part of the larger EU cy-
ber security strategy that aims to prevent 
and respond to disruptions and attacks that 
can disturb and threaten the normal func-
tioning of essential services across the EU.  
 The EU singled out a few sectors 
which require more action on cyberse-
curity. The European Parliament has an-
nounced in a press release that companies 
in “critical sectors”  —  such as transport, 
health, finance and energy  —  will be sub-
ject to new rules forcing them to ensure that 
their digital infrastructure is robust enough 
to withstand cyber -attacks. They must also 
be ready to report serious security breaches 
to public authorities.
 It is up to the member states to 
identify concrete “operators of essential 

services” in the relevant sectors by deter-
mining whether the service is critical for 
the society and the economy, whether it 
depends on network and information sys-
tems, and whether a data breach could 
have significant effects on the provisions of 
these essential services or on public safety.
 Web companies will be subject to 
less strict regulations than airports or elec-
tricity grid management operators, which 
are considered to be more critical. Never-
theless, online-based firms such as Google, 
eBay, Amazon and Cisco will be required 
to report serious breaches to national au-
thorities or face sanctions. As reported by 
Euractiv, the legislation will also oblige 
companies to allow audits for preparedness 
to cyber -threats, more or less forcing them 
to adopt risk management practices.
 Cooperation is also essential to 
boost the EU’s cybersecurity capabilities. 
This means that the directive will set up 
a strategic cooperation group to exchange 
information and best practices and to draw 
up guidelines to assist individual member 
states in building cybersecurity capacity. 
 On the national level, Comput-

er Security Incidents Response Teams 
(CSIRT) will be set up to handle all in-
cidents. All CRISTs combined will form 
a network on the EU level to discuss 
cross-border security incidents and work 
towards coordinated responses.
 On June 29, 2015, the Council of 
the European Union and the European Par-
liament agreed on the main principles to be 
included in the new directive.
  These principles have now been 
converted into legal provisions which will 
become binding once the directive has 
been formally approved. 
 The new rules were provisional-
ly agreed upon by MEPs working on the 
internal market and the EU Council of 
Ministers on Dec. 7, and await formal ap-
proval by the Parliament’s Internal Market 
Committee and the Council Committee of 
Permanent Representatives.
 Once the directive enters into 
force, member states will have 21 months 
to implement it, followed by six months to 
identify their respective operators of essen-
tial services.
 See DIRECTIVE, page 6



 What drives technological innova-
tion? Infrastructure of course. 
 It may not seem like the most im-
portant element to spark the next Google or 
Tesla, but it’s an integral asset to any country 
looking to inspire innovation. Why? The an-
swer is simple: Technology businesses need 
the Internet capabilities for advanced com-
puting and a consumer market that has the 
capability to adopt new technologies. 
 This link between infrastructure and 
innovation remains a pillar of the European 
Union’s (EU) 2020 digital plan through the 
connectivity goals. One of the major desires 
of the European Commission is to spread the 
availability and usage of 30mbps (megabits 
per second) Internet speed throughout Eu-
rope. This action, in combination with the 
decrease of prices for Internet plans, is pre-
dicted to foster growth towards a technolog-
ically advanced Europe. 
 So how is Europe doing so far on 
its march towards a digital future? So-so. 
While the prices and adoption of Internet 
usage (using a metric of 10mbps) is spread 
reasonably well throughout the EU, there are 
exceptions. 
 For example, Ireland — a country 
touted as one of the “technological hubs” of 
Europe by the Wall Street Journal — still has 
the highest price for 10mbps Internet plans 
due to a lack of market competition and lim-
ited coverage in non-urban areas. 
 While solving some of these infra-
structure problems sounds good for Euro-
pean industry, why should the average EU 
citizen be excited about a digital Europe? 
Simply put: money, speed and convenience. 
 Why money? Part of the Europe 
2020 plan is to increase the number of Inter-
net providers in the market, which will result 
in a higher level of competition, leading to a 
decrease in the price of Internet plans. 
 In addition, the EU hopes to in-
crease the amount of funding for technology 
related studies and research, growing an in-
dustry that will provide more jobs and enrich 
the currently struggling European economy. 
 How will the Internet change? 
Speed. The increase in available infrastruc-
ture for Europeans will allow for the distri-
bution of higher speed Internet packages. 
Solving some of these problems early will 
also allow for an easier pathway to devel-

opment after 2020. It’s possible that in years 
to come, we may see the integration of fiber 
technology (the current technology being 
deployed by Google in select U.S. cities can 
clock up to 1000 mbps) into the European 
Internet infrastructure. 
 Finally, convenience will result 
from the digital integration goals included in 
the Europe 2020 plan. 

 One major area that Europe hopes 
to make digital is healthcare. Imagine on-
line appointment scheduling, easier access 
to your medical history, and overall wellness 
summaries that can help doctors provide bet-
ter care.  
 So what will a more digital Europe 
look like in 2020? Who knows. But many are 
eager to find out.
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Driving tech in a 
changing Europe
By Maria Alfonso
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Directive cont. from page 5

 The NIS Directive is a part of the 
broader Digital Agenda, which sees inter-
net security as a vital part of an active and 
dynamic digital society. 
 Other actions set out by the 
Digital Agenda include the creation of  
Computer Emergency Response Teams 

(CERTs) at national levels all over the EU 
and the Critical Information Infrastructure 
Protection (CIIP) policy, The goal of both 
is to make the security of ICT infrastruc-
ture — such as communication networks 
and data infrastructures —  more resilient, 
both at EU and national levels.
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Rey Muniz III

Rey Muniz III is a senior at the University at Albany and a four-
time SUNY MEU participant. Focusing on political science and 
public policy, Muniz is constantly immersed in politics and di-
plomacy, both domestically in the United States and abroad, with 
particular interest in the EU. In addition to being a student Muniz 
also worked with SUNYSA as both Director of Government 
Relations and Deputy Chief of Staff. In these roles he was able to 
advocate on behalf of hundreds of thousands of students on the 
state and federal level. When not working, Muniz spends his time 
focusing on his role as President of Kappa Alpha Pi fraternity. 
While on the weekdays he can be found frantically running from 
classroom to meeting room, on the weekends he can be found 
relaxing with his brothers. This year, he will be emulating Dutch 
Head of Government Mark Rutte. 

Teresa Tai

Teresa Tai, a New Jersey native, currently attends the University 
at Albany in New York. Tai is a junior double major in urban 
planning and globalization accompanied by a geography minor 
and pursuing a Geographic Information Systems certificate. She 
spent a semester tutoring children at the Refugee and Immi-
grant Support System of Emmaus (RISSE) foundation, and later 

worked as an intern for Albany County, where she was responsible for mapping and collecting data on watersheds for the urban and 
rural areas of Albany. As acting Vice President of Community Service events for her professional fraternity, Pi Sigma Epsilon, her time 
is spent coordinating community service events and professional development events. Her interests include staying updated on global 
politics, reading and training for marathons. 

Nicholas Marricco

Nicholas Marricco is a senior at the University at Albany. He is a European history major, with an informal focus on World War II, and 
also has a minor in political science. Marricco plans to attend Albany Law School, and pursue a joint degree program. He interested in 
being a lawyer with hopes of eventually serving as a judge. This is Marricco’s second conference. During his last conference he served 
as the honorable Press Corps. He won an award for his work and his article was on the front page of the MEU newspaper. This time 
around Marricco is serving as the Presidency for the Committee of Permanent Representatives in the European Union (COREPER) 
meeting, and he is excited to represent not only the Netherlands, but also his university. Marricco believes the key to fine diplomacy 
includes the following: honesty, reason and equal respect amongst delegates. Marricco looks forward to meeting the other delegates, 
and hopes to make this the most successful conference ever. 

Alejandro Castro-Reina

Alejandro Castro-Reina is representing the Dutch EcoFin Chair at this MEU conference. He is a senior at the University at Albany 
who is finishing his last semester. He is awaiting a bachelor’s degree from Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy. Among his 
interests of study are strategic arms controls and European History until 1918. He loves watching soccer — or football for European 
friends — and relaxing in general. This is his second time representing his university and has high hopes for the EcoFin meeting and a 
friendly and productive conference.

Meet the Dutch Presidency 
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Tom Müller, President of the European 
Council (European Council)
Tom Muller is a Belgian student in his last 

year of his bach-
elor’s degree 

i n international af-
fairs at Vesalius 
College. He’s 
very much 
looking forward 

t o this simulation 
a s the European 

Union is one of 
his main interests. 
H e hopes to, one 

day, work for 
i t s situation room. 

Muller was the 
European Union 

(EU) secretariat in the 2014 MEU simula-
tion, which was also in Brussels, and it was 
an experience he can’t wait to repeat.

Julia Hildebrand (European Council)
Julia Hildebrand is an international and 
European law major at Vesalius College in 
Brussels, Belgium. Hildebrand is a native 
of Sacramento, California, United States. 
Before starting her studies at Vesalius Col-
lege, Hildebrand worked as an au pair in 
Antwerp, Belgium, for seven months. She 
is currently beginning her second semes-
ter of college and, after graduating, plans 
on earning her JD back in the states and 
then continuing her education in global 
health law in Geneva. She hopes to work 
in health law after finishing her studies. 

Eva Froneberg (FAC)
Eva Froneberg is the High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Vice President of the 
Commission, Frederica Mogherini, at this 
year’s MEU. She is about to start her last 
semester of studying international affairs at 

Vesalius College. After graduating in May, 
Froneberg hopes to travel and volunteer for 
a year before continuing her studies. After 
having had a great time at last year’s SUNY 
MEU in New York, she greatly looks for-
ward to the simulation this year and meeting 
all fellow participants.

Allison Staumont (FAC)
Allison Staumont is currently in her second 
year of her bachelor’s degree in international 
affairs with an emphasis in law at the Uni-
versity of La Verne in California, but is cur-
rently studying abroad at Vesalius College. 
She has always had an interest in politics 
and debate which led her to become a part 
of Mock Trial, BP debate, Model UN, Arab 
League and MEU. Staumont has been a del-
egate in four conferences and this will be her 
second time chairing. She hopes everyone 
can stimulate and simulate the most relevant 
modern debates.

Andrea Gabellone (ECOFIN)
Andrea Gabellone was born in Pisa, Italy, and 
has lived in Brussels, Belgium, since 2010. 
Gabellone is currently working toward his 
undergraduate degree in business at Vesalius 
College. He is a member of the association 
of certified public accountants (AICPA) and 
of the institute of Belgian internal auditors 
(IIA). He is currently attending an internship 
for Pharma Consulting Group (PCG) in Italy 
as a marketing analysts. Gabellone was also 
a professional cyclist for an Italian team.

Okka Muang (ECOFIN)  
Okka Muang is a third-year business stu-
dent at Vesalius College. Born and raised in 
Burma ( Myanmar), he had a chance to see 
the world from different perspective from 
where he grew up. Muang won scholarships 
to study abroad in several different countries 

such as the United States, Hong Kong, South 
Korea, Belgium and Norway. He is really 
into martial arts particularly Taekwondo, Ai-
kido and mixed martial arts. He also enjoy 
public speaking and love learning about in-
ternational politics and economies. He truly 
believed that negotiation, coexistence, good 
ethics and morality and genuine consensus 
can bring world peace. 

Valentina Vega (COREPER II)
Valentina Vega is a senior at Virginia Com-
monwealth University in Richmond, Virgin-
ia, in the United States. She is a homeland 
security major with double minors in French 
and international social justice. This will 
be Valentina’s second semester in Belgium 
studying European peace and security stud-
ies. As a recipient of the Gates Millennium 
Scholarship, Valentina plans to continue her 
studies until completion of her doctoral de-
gree. She aspires to work overseas with the 
U.S government but is open to all jobs relat-
ed to the field of international relations. In 
her spare time, Valentina enjoys hanging out 
with friends, listening to music and explor-
ing foods from all cultures.

Aurélie Panfi Disasi (COREPER II)
Aurélie Panfi Disasi is Secretariat for 
COREPER II at this year’s MEU simulation. 
She is 25 years old and a first-year interna-
tional affairs student at Vesalius College. She 
has been very passionate about politics since 
working part time at her previous university 
in England in students’ liberation politics. 
Disasi is interested in helping our involve-
ment as youths to make a positive impact 
on day-to-day communities and society as a 
whole. Some fun facts about Disasi are that 
she has a bachelor’s degree in interior archi-
tecture and design and loves writing and per-
forming spoken word poetry.
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