
 Thursday night was the opening 
ceremony of the two-day Model European 
Union conference. The ceremony took place 
in the Polak Room at the Residence Palace. 
Undergraduate students from all over New 
York, Iowa, France and Belgium gathered 
together for dinner and to listen to speeches 
to help prepare for the upcoming days.
 The keynote speaker for this year’s 
opening ceremony was Robert Farla, whose 
accomplishments line the page of his Linke-
dIn profile. He is the current Head of Section 
of the Europe department in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Netherlands. 
 He is also the International Secre-
tary of Democrats 66, a social-liberal and 
progressive political group in the Nether-
lands. Farla studied French and literature 
as well as political science at the Universi-
teit Leiden in the Netherlands. He later on 
took his political science education abroad 
to the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris 
in France and Universidad de Granada in 
Spain.
 Farla spoke about many topics. 
One was the impact of the digital market on 
the European Union. Technology has unde-
niably revolutionized the world and it seems 
that everything is getting digitized nowa-
days — from books to banking. 
 After the speech, Farla acknowl-
edged the value of this trend. “We need to 
embrace the new [digital] economy, to cre-
ate growth and jobs,” he said. “We have to 
make sure to use all the potential of this huge 
internal market of 500 million inhabitants.” 
 Focusing on the digital market to 
create jobs aligns with the objectives of the 
Dutch presidency because one of the big 
goals of the Netherlands for the next six 

months is to recon-
nect the EU with Eu-
ropean citizens.
 It is para-
mount that the EU 
holds the favor of the 
European citizens. At 
the start of his speech, 
Farla expressed his 
shock at the amount 
of students interested 
in participating in the 
MEU. 
 He later dis-
closed that the EU is 
currently struggling 
with staying relevant 
and gaining support 
of European citizens. 
As Councellor En-
largement, it is Far-
la’s job to oversee the 
growth of the EU. 
 With the 
seeming lack of in-
terest by the European 
population, Farla’s job 
is bound to become difficult. Farla remains 
confident that there is a future for his posi-
tion because there are still nations in the eu-
rozone interested in joining the Union. Case 
in point: Turkey, which has been trying to 
gain membership since 1963.
 Although Farla started off his 
speech by commenting on the restrictions of 
the presidency, it seemed that this term will 
be an optimistic one. The Netherlands has 
set many goals that they hope to achieve in 
the upcoming months. It wants to strengthen 
connections within the EU as well as with 

the citizens, address climate change, create 
jobs, focus on migrants and more. 
 “You have to be modest,” said Far-
la, commenting on how to get so many items 
completed in six months. 
 “You can’t change the agenda be-
cause it is set by the Commission, what you 
can do as chair is to try to speed up things 
and try to focus and to make sure that what-
ever is needed to do is done.” 
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A word from the Dutch presidency
Robert Farla speaks on Dutch goals for EU
By Iris Li

Robert Farla makes a point. Photo by Simon Roussel
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 On Jan. 6, participants in the Model 
European Union conference had the once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to visit the European 
Parliament. The students were able to see an 
institution that is the epitome of democracy, 
which, in this case, is the representation of 
the opinions of  European citizens. 
 Many students were simply amazed 
by the building and the organization because 
the European Union 
is the only suprana-
tional organization 
in the world — and 
it is fairly young. 
The European Par-
liament symbolizes 
the fact that Euro-
peans have come 
together over the 
last century to build 
a stronger union 
and moved past the 
many conflicts and 
wars that have raged 
on the continent for 
many centuries.
 The European 
Parliament is the organization that is more 
in-tune with the people. Like national parlia-
ments, its members represent many constitu-
encies spread throughout the continent and, 
in this case, European citizens. One compo-
sition of this organization is the fact that the 
European Parliament has its members repre-
sent a certain ideology for the citizens. Each 

political party has its own belief on the role 
the EU should play in the life of the everyday 
European. 
 These groups for the majority of the 
time would work together and come up with 
compromises that would benefit the organi-
zation.
 Students were interested  when they 
learned a party exists that is against the exist-

ence of the European Union. In the end, the 
Parliament is a symbol of unity for all Euro-
peans and where they get to think of them-
selves as not British or French or German, 
but simply as Europeans.
 The European Parliament not only 
exists to give a voice to European citizens, 
but it is also an institution that creates laws 

that help govern the institution. The Parlia-
ment works in conjunction with the Council 
on laws introduced by the European Com-
mission. It also has investigative powers 
over the Commission in case of misconduct. 
 This process shows that, in the end, 
the leaders of the EU are still accountable to 
the people. This is a system that is integrat-
ed in many democratic systems and which 

was added in recent 
years to the Parlia-
ment. 
 In the early be-
ginnings of the or-
ganization, the Par-
liament started out 
as very weak. But 
now it is one of its 
most powerful insti-
tutions. The power 
is held by the peo-
ple.
 The students 
were given a pres-
entation on the in-
ner workings of the 

Parliament then they 
had a chance to see the chamber where all 
the representatives work. 
 This is the place where they argue, 
where they strategize and figure out how 
they can make even more history for this 
continent that is already enriched with.

A place for European unity
Students tour European Parliament 

By Hans Hyppolite

Students marvel at the large European Parliament hall. Photo by Hans Hyppolite



Eels and the European 
Council: A love story
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 It all started with a story about 
eels — European ones to be exact. Europe-
an eels are born in the Sargasso Sea, locat-
ed in the North Atlantic Ocean, and make 
their way to Europe. Since the ‘70s, these 
eels have decreased in number drastically, 
causing them to become an endangered 
species. 
 In recent years, the European Un-
ion has attempted to take action to help 
them out. And as a special treat, students 
attending the Model European Union con-
ference had a chance to get a sneak peak 
into how the EU functions through visits at 
the European Council and the Parliament.
 The European Council building 
looks like any other except for the constant 
rotation of signage indicating the current 
presidency. The Netherlands took on the 
role as of  Jan. 1 of this year and with the 
transition came a shiny new logo. Securi-
ty at every corner, the Council was built 
strategically, with each floor color coded to 
indicate its location. While it may induce a 
headache because of all the saturation, the 
design of the building ensures that no mat-
ter the nationality, one can always find his 
or her way. 

 Jeremy Rand, speaker for the day, 
shared with us valuable insight on what 
goes on during EU Council meetings. His 
job? To be impartial and to offer advice 
and also to maintain relationships with the 
leaders of the member states. In addition, 
he makes sure everyone knows what is 
going on in the other EU states and what 
issues will be discussed.
 Part of the Council that is differ-
ent than anything most Americans are fa-
miliar with is the fact that it offers transla-
tion services, since there can be anywhere 
up to 24 different languages being spoken 
at any given time. Each person gets a mi-
crophone and a headset so he or she can 
understand what is going on no matter the 
language.
 The Council makes important 
decisions which influence the priorities of 
the EU. The one distinguishing factor here 
is that it does not pass laws. The Council 
considers the strategic interests of the EU 
to make decisions that concern the EU’s 
foreign and security policies. In addition, 
it’s responsible for nominating and ap-
pointing people to take on important roles 
in the European Commission and the Eu-

ropean Central Bank (ECB). 
 So whatever happened to those 
equally exotic and endangered eels? Well, 
they’re still endangered for one, but the 
Commission was able to set in place meas-
ures that will hopefully influence their 
recovery. A few of the highlights include: 
Increasing the number of eels less than 12 
cm (Americans: this is roughly 5 inches) in 
length that are released into European wa-
ters; reserving 60 percent of eels less than 
12 cm for restocking; and, evolutionizing 
market prices for eels and annually moni-
toring market prices. It also prohibited in-
ternational exports of the eels until the end 
of 2015. 
    While eels may not appear to have a 
whole lot to do with the European Council, 
the legislation that resulted from the issue 
provides a quality example of the chal-
lenging decisions the Council  has to 
make on a daily basis to benefit the EU as a 
whole. Negotiations and alliances are vital 
to making these decisions, and it has the 
opportunity to make a positive impact on 
the world and solve difficult problems. 

By Emily Gregor 
Outside the European Commission. Photo by Gerard Colombat via flickr.com
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 Donald Tusk is disappointed. 
 Taking the stage with his quick wit 
and ever-lasting chewing gum, the President 
of the European Council was completely op-
posed to the recurrence of the topics on the 
Primary Agenda, which he believes are long 
overdue for a solution. 
 “The [European Union] needs 
to get off of the couch. We need to eat our 
vegetables and we need to actually use that 
gym membership,” the President joked as 
he compared the agenda to silly New Year’s 
resolutions. 
 Though Tusk initially landed pun 
after pun, his tone quickly turned more 
serious. In the Committee for Permanent 
Representatives of the Governments of 
the Member States to the European Union 
(COREPER II), the EU must first and fore-
most deal with the pressing refugee crisis. 
According to Tusk, the EU must find a way 
to help these people while spreading the 
financial and logistical burden of this aid 
across the Union. 
 Dealing with an equally difficult 
challenge, both the Economic and Financial 
Affairs Council (ECOFIN) and the Euro-
pean Council must find a way to revitalize 
the European economy. Tusk pointed out 
that the Growth Agenda’s 2020 deadline is 

rapidly approaching and tackling the EU’s 
political crisis is the only way to fulfill the 
promises made to the European citizens. 
 At the same time, the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee (FAC) is to revise and re-
new the European Security Strategy in order 
to deal with the current feelings of insecuri-
ty. Here, Tusk called for a common solution 
to tackle all these issues at the EU level. 
 High Representative Federica 
Mogherini agreed on this, adding that the 
recent Paris attacks have once again proved 
that the EU must face the ever-evolving 
threats as a union. Moreover, a new strategy 
for a foreign and security policy “will ena-
ble the Union to identify clear objectives and 
priorities for now and the future, and guide it 
to action,” she said.
 “Online connectivity and unstable 
governance in North Africa and the Mid-
dle East have paved the way for crime, ter-
rorism and trafficking networks to strive,” 
Mogherini added. In combination with 
what she termed “an arc of insecurity”, cli-
mate change and stark resources in a more 
contested world, security tensions have in-
creased significantly. 
 Clearly, she said, all this is topped 
off by the refugee crisis and the spreading 
of power to non-state and interstate actors, 

making our security all the more complex.
 Rounding off her speech, the High 
Representative called for a “new common, 
comprehensive and consistent strategy to 
guide the EU through an increasingly con-
nected, contested and complex world while 
promoting its interests and universal values 
of security, freedom and prosperity on a 
global scale.” 
 Jean-Claude Juncker, president of 
the European Commission, echoed the need 
to continuously build on these principles 
while dealing with the challenges ahead. 
Disagreement can be valuable, he said, 
though not coming up with solutions would 
mean the EU could fall into a habit of fail-
ure. 
 Finally, Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte seemed to score some points 
with the crowd while humorously address-
ing his current and former mentors. Never-
theless, aware of the many challenges ahead, 
he too joined the newfound and determined 
call for unity. 
 All speeches seemed good-inten-
tioned for the future. However, it remains to 
be seen whether these goals and aspirations 
will not just end up as another set of empty 
New Year’s resolutions. 

By Emiel Haeghebaert

Tusk, Mogherini, Juncker,Rutte speak on EU challenges
New Year’s resolutions

Rey Muniz as Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte. 
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Tom Muller as European Council President Donald Tusk.


