
 Eloquent and well-prepared, 
Hungary’s foreign minister, Péter 
Szijjártó, was dominating the discussions 
in the Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) yes-
terday. In a proposal, he insisted that the 
European Union allow Member States 
to decide individually on their approach 
to the refugee crisis and the treatment of 
their external borders.
 The proposal, which received 
criticism from Germany for being a “rad-
ical and crazy” idea, suggested that every 
member state undertake local initiatives 
to provide resources to satisfy basic needs 
of refugees entering Europe through said 
state. The individual states would then re-
ceive subsidies from the European Com-
mission in return for and proportionate to 
the aid they provide. 

 Where the funding would origi-
nate from “is entirely up to the Commis-
sion,” said Szijjártó at the FAC.
 In contrast, Germany, Belgium 
and France led the call for a unified re-
sponse and stood their ground by defend-
ing the distribution quota as the only po-
tential solution to the crisis.
 During a particular exchange 
at the meeting, Irish Foreign Minister 
Charles Flanagan could not recall having 
agreed to co-sponsor Hungary’s proposal 
after being called upon by High Repre-
sentative Federica Mogherini — much to 
the dismay of the Hungarian minister.
 Further into the discussions, it 
seemed that Hungary was going to stand 
alone in promoting stronger external 
borders, continuing an intense and deter-

mined rhetoric. 
 “We must protect Europe from 
terrorist networks that have infiltrated 
the [European Union]. In September, 
over 138,000 migrants illegally crossed 
our border,” Szijjártó said. “Ever since 
we took military action to close them, no 
one has crossed our borders illegally. We 
cannot pursue democracy when we are in 
danger of terrorist networks.”
 This statement provoked a strong 
response from Belgium and France, who 
pointed out that this kind of reasoning is 
in line with equating migrants to terror-
ists. The United Kingdom, too, refused 
the idea. 
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Hungary takes a stance 
FAC has fiery refugee crisis debates

By Emiel Haeghebaert

Péter Szijjártó defends his argument during FAC meeting               Photo by Hans Hyppolite



Editor/Layout: S. L. Fuller
Copy Editor: Emily Gregor
Reporter: Alexandra Breton
Reporter: Hans Hyppolite
Reporter: Iris Li
Reporter: Emiel Haeghebaert

Reporter: Marie van Boxel
Reporter: Kata Knezovic
Reporter: Nadja Eckert
Reporter: Maria Alfonso
Reporter: Simon Roussel
Photographer: Ioana Marica

Press Adviser: Elmer Ploetz  
Student Organizer: Nadia Tjahja 
Vesalius Adviser: Dr. Georgios Terzis 
 

Follow us on twitter @sunymeu2016 
Use hashtag #sunymeu16

https://sunymeus.wordpress.com Send news tips to sunymeu.press@vesalius.edu

Page 2 SUNY Meus                                               January 9, 2016

Confusion amid hard choices
COREPER takes on refugee crisis and the GCC
By Maria Alfonso

 Discord was seen at the morning 
press briefing when the European Com-
mission and the Committee of Permanent 
Representatives in the European Union 
(COREPER) failed to present a united 
front on its plans involving the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC). 
 The COREPER admitted that its 
goal of improving human rights within the 
GCC was created with the intent to move 
refugees from Europe to the GCC.  F u r -
ther into the briefing, the Commission dis-
agreed with this statement, asserting that 
there is no current plan to reallocate the 
refugees to the GCC. 
 Working to solve the refugee cri-
sis, the original policy recommendations 
had envisioned a Free Trade Agreement 
with the GCC that focused on creating a 
stronger partnership. 
 Partnering with the GCC brings 
forth the issue of each member’s abys-
mal track record on human rights. The 
alliance, made up of Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain 
and Kuwait, has a long list of violations, 
including a collective law (excluding Ku-
wait) that allows for the criminalization 
of citizens that criticize the GCC or their 
individual governments. Human Rights 
Watch’s Washington director, Sarah Mar-

gon, has gone so far as to accuse the GCC 
stating, “GCC rulers have cast a blanket of 
repression over the region in response to 
their citizens’ calls for political reform.”
 By relocating the refugees to 
the GCC, the EU would have to change 
the stances, on human rights, of these ex-
tremely repressive countries. While, in the 
long term, some change may be plausible, 
a transformation great enough to meet the 
EU’s human rights standards in a short 
enough period to quell the current crisis is 
nearly impossible.
 The representatives continued 
to balance along the line between human 
rights protectors and violators, coming to 
a peak when Italy recommended trans-
porting refugees to Oman, which would 
act as a drop-off point. Essentially, the 
GCC would become a location for the EU 
to outsource the refugee crisis. Austria 
quickly faced off against Italy, rebuking 
the suggestion, by stating, “we cannot ship 
them (refugees) around. Do not forget that 
the migrants are people, not products or 
cattle.” 
 Acting as a champion of human 
rights, Greece vehemently called for the 
implementation of a third party monitor in 
charge of assessing the human rights situa-
tion in the GCC to preside over any human 

rights related stipulation in the FTA. Bel-
gium led the opposition against Greece’s 
proposal, citing a fear of damaging re-
lations between the EU and GCC. The 
Czech Republic echoed this call, claiming 
a third party watchdog would “be a threat 
to sovereignty.” 
 The conflicting goals of each 
member state clashed against one another 
threatening to hinder progress.
 But, as the day moved forward, 
France and the European Commission 
banded together to create an alternate 
solution. Using this proposal as the basis, 
the Member States of the COREPER lab-
ored to create an amendment to the policy 
recommendation choosing to promote a 
dialogue on human rights issues with the 
GCC instead of a condition based plan 
for improvement. These voluntary discus-
sions would focus on the improvement of 
Free Trade Agreements and, “respect and 
consideration for international human 
rights standards including the signature of 
basic international humanitarian treaties.” 
 After a day that included disa-
greement at the highest level of the EU, 
the COREPER seemed relieved to have 
created an amendment that addressed such 
a controversial and complicated issue.    

The Dutch presidency leads a COREPER meeting.                   Photo by Hans Hyppolite



 Only one year ago, statistics 
showed that “Europe is the most peace-
ful it has ever been since World War II, 
but we can assume those results will be 
different in our 2016 reports,” said Serge 
Stroobants, professor and terrorism spe-
cialist at Vesalius College. With his ex-
tensive work at the Institute for Econom-
ics and Peace (IEP), Stroobants gave 
expert advice and statistical information 
during a presentation at yesterday’s facul-
ty lecture series held in the Bruges room 
of VeCo. 
 Stroobants presented the results, 
trends, economic costs and drivers of the 
current global terrorism index. Elmer 
Ploetz, a professor from SUNY Fredo-
nia and Press Corps adviser, introduced 
the speaker by sharing his knowledge of 
current media effects on the recent terror 
events in Europe. 
 “We lost 20 percent of SUNY 
Model European Union members after 
the Paris attacks and Brussels lockdown,” 
Ploetz said, citing stats that Professor 
Kathleen Dowley mentioned during the 
opening ceremony. “Academics look at 
the long-term but media needs the next 
best story.” 
 Ploetz showed that the percep-
tion and portrayal of the media had a 
strong effect on the mindset and idea of 
what is happening in Brussels to result in 
the 20 percent decrease Model European 
Union students. 
 “It could have been Beirut, they 
both have a ‘B’ in them,” quipped Ploetz. 
Similarly, Stroobants mentioned the 40-
50 percent of his American study abroad 
students returned home because of fear in 
Brussels during his course on Nato and 
Transatlantic Approaches to Security last 
semester.
 The main question seemed to be, 
“is this a Western problem?” Stroobants 
concludes that it is not. “Only 2.6 per-
cent of deaths from terrorism have taken 
place since 2000 in the West. 2.1 percent 
of those were the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks,” 
Stroobants said. 
 Stroobants explained that the Is-

lamic State is always one step ahead of 
the rest. The terrorist group is utilizing 
social media, and more importantly, for-
eign fighters are still flowing into Syria 
with the support of Jihadist travel agen-
cies and organizations that provide sup-
port for an increased movement in Syria. 
 “There is almost a 200 percent 
increase of people flowing into Syria 
since 2011,” Stroobants said. Why? Fam-
ilies and individuals are promised sup-
port, a better life, and freedom to practice 
their religion. “Seventy percent are lone 
wolves, with 67 percent political motiva-
tion and 19 percent religious,” Stroobants 
said. 
 A potential reason that Stroo-
bants presented behind the increased ter-
ror acts in Paris involved education. He 
noticed a correlation between the educa-
tion system in youth as a social driver that 
could have dangerous results. Although 
there was no statistical information, he 
explained that he 
thinks these prob-
lems are a result of 
the French educa-
tion system, which 
allows students to 
choose their path of 
secondary schooling 
at fifteen years old 
compared to some 
systems that do this at 
12 years old. This can 
cause frustration in 
youth and thus nega-
tively affect their ed-
ucation. He hopes to 
further research this 
area with IEP. 
 When look-
ing at trends of terror 
attacks since 9/11, it 
is evident that action 
and inaction create 
strong results. With 
inaction, there is a 
direct increase in ter-
rorism which is be-
ing witnessed today. 

Stroobants believes that action proves to 
decrease effects of terrorism, which has 
a high economic cost. Since the Syrian 
Civil War, there has been a lower number 
of actions being taken, which has caused 
a shockingly high increase in terrorism. 
 Stroobants showed the econom-
ic cost of terrorism at an estimated $59.4 
billion. The model used for this number 
evaluated the casualties and their families 
along with infrastructure to create an esti-
mated economic loss. 
 Stroobants’ presentation shed 
light on the statistical and economic back-
ground of terrorism which he hopes will 
inspire more research and starting points 
for further direct action. He concluded 
with the idea that this is not a Western 
problem and the numbers can help to pro-
vide an objective viewpoint and smarter 
solution to this current issue. 
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Is terrorism a Western problem?
Serge Stroobants on Global Terrorism Index 
By Kata Knezovic

Serge Stroobants speaks to faculty about terrorism. 
Photo by Kata Knezovic
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Spirit in trouble
Two rounds of voting on alternate agenda items

By Iris Li

 First, the mars rover and coopera-
tion: What might these two things have in 
common? They are both spirits that have 
retired.
  The spirit of cooperation seemed 
to have abandoned the room yesterday 
during the afternoon plenary. 
 On Thursday, at the opening cer-
emony, 10 delegations put forth proposals 
for alternate agenda items to be discussed 
on the second day of the conference. The 
plenary was called to vote on the topics 
that heads of government (HOG) felt were 
most important.
  Among the proposed topics were 
items like the appeal to increase regulation 
on international organization/business gi-
ant FIFA and other more typical subjects, 
like the need to address the European Un-
ion’s debt.
  More pressing issues like the mi-

grant crisis also made it onto the potential 
list. It appeared several times as it was pro-
posed by several nations. The issue was 
so prominent that if the list were a high 
school yearbook, this topic would have 
probably been voted most popular as well 
as most likely to succeed. But like they say 
about high school, it is not the real world.
  During the voting plenary, the 
first proposal that was brought up was the 
crisis in Syria. 
 Although it was a recurring mat-
ter throughout the day and almost every 
committee operated its debate around the 
issue, the conclusion of the heads of gov-
ernment was to not add it to the agenda. 
When President Donald Tusk brought up 
the topic to vote upon, only a handful of 
HOGs responded with hesitant half raised 
arms.
  This trend continued on for sev-

eral topics and they were all stricken down 
one by one. Indeed it seemed that the spirit 
of cooperation had left the building. Tusk 
had to remind the caucus that they were 
required to have a enough alternate agen-
das lined up for tomorrow else they face 
boredom when they exhaust the list. 
 Moral was so low that some top-
ics were stricken off unanimously, mean-
ing even the country that proposed the 
topic,  didn’t vote in favor of it. There 
were several agendas that were approved 
by a small majority, only tipped over by 
recounts.
  After two rounds of going 
through the proposal, the EU settled on the 
following six items, FIFA regulation, Eu-
ropean and Syrian relations, EU member-
ship for Turkey, Closing external borders, 
EU membership for the Ukraine and youth 
unemployment.

Donald Tusk, European Council president, counts votes during the plenery.              Photo by Hans Hyppolite



 Yesterday morning, the research panel’s discussions 
started even before the arrival of the two speakers: Professor El-
eanor Zeff from Drake University, and Professor Caterina Carta 
from Vesalius College. 
 “The EU may regress to a previous stage” said Henry 
Steck, a professor at SUNY Cortland, as faculty members waited 
for their two colleagues. He continued to explain that the Europe-
an Union may go back to being a European Free Trade Associa-
tion.
 This comment corresponds well with the morning’s ses-
sion entitled ‘The EU and Member States: Unity or Disunity.”
  The speakers have both recently co-authored books on 
the relationship and interaction between the EU and its Member 
States. Both professors tackled their topic on a state-by-state ba-
sis, thus enabling readers to easily compare the stance of each 
European member state.
  One compelling conclusion rising out of the presenta-
tions is that both unity and disunity characterize the EU. How-
ever, many EU citizens tend to focus more on Europe’s failures 
rather than on its successes. There are several po-
tential reasons for this. 
 Along with Professor Juan Arroyo from 
Ithaca College, Zeff said that many Europeans 
take the EU’s advantages for granted, not realizing 
how much they benefit from the EU’s existence. 
This is partly due to the fact that there is a “lack of 
knowledge about what the EU does,” Zeff said. 
 Additionally, rather than focusing on 
success stories, the press often concentrates on bu-
reaucratic details that burden Member States with 
tedious alignment work. Lastly, according to Ar-
royo, the rampant Euroscepticism seen across the 
EU today could be the result of the fact that “the 
press likes to focus on conflict, dissent, trouble.” 
It, therefore, spends little time praising the union 
for its accomplishments.
  The Euroscepticism seen in contempo-
rary Europe does not greatly trouble the nego-
tiations in this year’s Model European Union. 
After Friday’s first press briefing, Donald Tusk, 
president of the European Council, stated there 
is no sign of Euroscepticism in the negotiations 
amongst heads of government. 
 “Many heads of government reaffirm 
their resolve to increase integration”, he stated, 
“... including the UK.” 
This statement was later confirmed by David 
Cameron, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 
 “We are definitely looking for a common 
agreement that would benefit both the UK and the 
EU,” he said. 

 But ultimately, Cameron’s role is to represent the views 
and the British people, who seem to have doubts about the UK’s 
place in the EU. The Prime Minister is confident, however, that 
the current negotiations “will have an impact on the polls that 
will take place in 2017.”
Whether this impact is positive or negative depends strongly on 
whether other Member States are willing to comply with the UK’s 
four main desires: the removal of the phrase “ever-closer union” 
from any texts passed, the abstention of the concept of a military 
union, the increasing of power given to national parliaments, and 
the setting of a minimum of four years of residence before mi-
grants can obtain the same social security benefits as citizens.
  Though the students representing the UK seem to have 
dug deep into their country’s views, gaining thorough under-
standing of their Member States’ specific problems, needs and 
demands is not an easy feat for students. Noticing this, many fac-
ulty members felt that Zeff and Carta’s breakdowns of Member 
States’ views on the EU will prove to be useful in future EU sim-
ulations. 
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Euroscepticism
Faculty discusses topic further than 
student negotiators 
By Marie van Boxel 

 Caterina Carta and Eleanor Zeff with their new releases. 
 Photo by Marie van Boxel
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Turkey and the EU
Dirk Verbeken weighs in 
By Simon Roussel

 When Dirk Verbeken spoke to 
the ECOFIN at the 2016 European Sum-
mit, he shined a light on Turkey’s situation 
with the European Union, which has been 
a widely discussed issue this past week in 
Europe. 
 Indeed, Turkey is, by its geo-
graphical position, a key actor in the mi-
gration crisis that started four years ago, 
and negotiations with its European part-
ners led to an agreement on Turkey re-
inforcing its borders, in exchange for €3 
billion. 
 Nevertheless, Verbeken does not 
think the recent moves necessarily mean 
that Turkey is speeding up its accession 
into the EU. 
 As a reminder, the potential mem-
bership of Turkey was foreseen in 1963 
in the Ankara agreements, setting a part-
nership of economic integration with the 
European Economic Community, in the 
margin of a future accession to the mem-
bership. Since then, many other countries 
that applied after Turkey were added to the 
Union,since they fulfilled the Copenhagen 
criteria more quickly. 
 Nowadays, Turkey has finished 
only seven chapters out of 35, and only 15 
chapters were opened so far. In 20 of them, 
Turkey needs to make significant changes 
in order to adapt a compatible legal frame-
work with the other EU Member States. 
However, it did not prevent the EU from 
proceeding with a new monetary and eco-
nomic policy on Dec.14, 2015.
 Verbeken is a Belgian senior 
economist and has been the research ad-
ministrator at the European Parliament’s 
Secretariat’s Policy Department for Inter-
nal Policies for the last two years, has pre-
viously served as a European Commission 
official for over 20 years, and has been a 
member of the Merger Task Force at the 
European Commission’s Directorate-Gen-

eral Competition. 
 “I don’t ex-
pect Turkey to join 
before 2030,” Ver-
beken said rational-
ly after reminding 
the ECOFIN what 
progress Turkey still 
has to complete in 
regards to the rule of 
law, democracy and 
economic criteria — 
including establish-
ing a market econ-
omy and increasing 
competition. 
 His point of 
view was strength-
ened by the fact that 
some countries are 
hindering the pro-
cess, especially with 
the longstanding 
conflict between 
Greece and Turkey 
regarding Cyprus. 
On the other hand, 
“Turkey did not want to progress on some 
areas,” he said.
 This is prevalent also in the field 
of freedom of speech among other funda-
mental rights, relating the recent arrests of 
journalists who have been critical towards 
the government. In addition, it is a widely 
spread notion that Turkey would help ISIS 
to whitewash the gas it produces, accord-
ing to a wide range of sources, including 
The Guardian and Le Monde.
 “Turkey should be ready, and 
they will never be a member if they are 
not ready, but no one wants to stop the pro-
cess,” said Verbeken. 
 But it is legitimate to wonder if 
Turkey really wants to get in the EU, or if 
the EU really wants Turkey to become a 

member, and to find the explanation for 
such a particular relation between the larg-
est economic union of the world and the 
second biggest army of NATO. 
 Turkey could have a free-rider 
strategy and could be trying to take advan-
tage of EU subsidies for development in 
the fields it wants to improve, before giv-
ing up on the membership. On the other 
hand, the EU could be using Turkey as a 
temporary partner to solve the migration 
crisis, making sure Turkey enters the EU 
despite the setbacks. The situation remains 
amorphis.
 Verbeken showed that this topic, 
which has been up for debate for over half 
a century, continues to be a challenge for 
the EU.

Dirk Verbeken 
Photo courtesy of the Institute for European Studies
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The HOGs compromise
Denmark and the UK gain concessions
By Emily Gregor
 Whether Donald Tusk, president 
of the European Council, was slipping on 
his alphabet as a result of overdoing it on 
the orange juice, or due to the intense ed-
iting of Clause 1 during the debate, it is 
evident passing proposals remains to be 
difficult as long as the United Kingdom 
and Denmark have a say in it.
 At this time, the UK is poten-
tially pursuing an exit from the European 
Union, which, when looking back at their 
history, is not altogether surprising.  
 When the UK joined the EU, 
it was with reluctance. And in order to 
convince the state to join in the first place, 
many an opt-out were necessary. 
 Denmark also has opt-outs, but 
as of 2013, it claims it has no interest in 
leaving the EU despite the consistent Eu-
roscepticism. Its opt-outs include security 
and defense, the monetary union, citizen-
ship, and freedom, security and justice — 
the same number as the UK. If the UK 
chooses to leave the EU it would leave 
Denmark as the most Eurosceptic mem-
ber in the union. 
 Proposals in the European 
Council rely on both of these members 
in order to pass legislations, and as long 

as the two choose to say “no thanks,” the 
influence they have is monumental. For 
example, Clause 1 of the current proposal 
for the European Growth Strategy — or 
Europe 2020 — reads as such: “Promot-
ing lasting economic expansion within 
the EU with both short term objectives 
and long term solutions in order to avoid 
future crises.” It is followed by a series of 
proposed amendments.
 The states present at the 2016 
European Summit worked tirelessly to 
agree on elements of this proposal that 
will help them solve problems in their re-
spective states but that comes with the ne-
cessity of compromise. Part of one of the 
proposed amendments included an idea 
to create designated “Free Trade Zones” 
in the Member States, which caused the 
UK and Denmark to veto the proposal all 
together. 
 The proponents of the amend-
ment included Juha Sipilä of Finland, 
Miro Cerar of Slovenia, and Robert Fico 
of Austria. 
 “This amendment provides na-
tions with the opportunity to create jobs 
either for their current citizens or refu-
gees entering their great nation,” Sipilä 

said. 
 In response, UK Prime Minister 
David Cameron said, “We shouldn’t see 
this [legislation] as a solution for the ref-
ugees, but as an economic solution.” 
 To appease states that were 
against the proposal — the UK and Den-
mark — the proposal was altered to indi-
cate respect for other state’s sovereignty 
including their decision whether or not 
to develop the proposed free trade zones. 
Once this wording was changed, the pro-
posal was passed. 
 Sovereignty is an issue that is 
always at the forefront of issues such 
as these and Eurosceptics especially are 
always fighting to keep as much of it as 
possible.
 “Everyone, just remember: The 
EU issues directives which Member 
States then use and adapt to their own 
nation’s standards and needs,” Tusk said 
both as a reminder and as a promise to 
make progress and continue improving 
the lives of citizens in EU Member States. 

 Nevertheless, the ministers did 
agree on the need to strengthen the ex-
ternal borders by increasing the rigor of 
border checks and the vetting process — 
in which a state decides whether or not to 
grant a refugee asylum.
 Continuing the hawkish dis-
course, Szijjártó got into a slightly heated 
exchange with Flanagan after Flanagan 
called for a unified response. 
   “Perhaps Ireland should 
comply with the EU policies before trying 
to promote a unified voice,” Szijjártó said 
referring to the Irish securing an opt-out 
of the EU’s asylum policies.
 Ireland quickly fired back.
 “Yes, we have an opt-out,” said 

Flanagan. “Nevertheless, we have accept-
ed over 3000 refugees and contrary to 
[Hungary], we don’t use violence and tear 
gas to keep them out.”
 In a particular move, the Neth-
erlands came to the defence of Ireland, 
alleging that Hungary does not stand with 
the true European ideals.
 Rounding up the debate on the 
crisis, Szijjártó said it “doesn’t want to 
accept people who break European laws.”
 “The European ideal is about 
accepting people under a strict European 
law,” continued Szijjártó. “If we cannot 
have European law, we cannot have Euro-
pean order, and we cannot have a Europe-
an society.” 

 Hereby, Szijjártó wanted to show 
that the Hungarian people do believe the 
refugees need help, yet insist they must 
receive it through appropriate legal chan-
nels.
 Today, the FAC will continue 
to work towards its goal to draft a new 
common, comprehensive and consistent 
EU global strategy. This strategy would 
define the Union’s strategic priorities, 
promotes its universal values of freedom, 
security and solidarity on a global stage, 
and will guide Member States through 
an increasingly connected, contested and 
complex world.

Stance cont. from page 1
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