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European Union's ambassador to UN 
sees challenges for media, allies 

DAN ORZECHOWSKI
Before working with the United Nations, 

the European Union and even the EU 
Delegation in New York, João Vale de 
Almeida was a journalist. His first story 
wasn’t quite in the political realm. A forest 
fire was his first assignment. However, Vale 
de Almeida quickly switched gears to eco-
nomics and politics.  

“I didn’t know much about forest fires,” 
said this year’s guest speaker at the SUNY 
Model EU Simulation in New York City. 
“But I ended up specializing in European 
affairs.”

Back in 1982, the organization that would 
become the EU was looking for press work 
to be done for its embassy, and that’s how 
the the organization met Vale de Almeida. 
Even though his journalism career came to 
a halt, Vale de Almeida is still proud of his 
seven years in the field.

“I think journalism, the media and the 
press are pillars of our democracy and they 
should be protected and preserved. But they 

should also respect high standards of integ-
rity and subjectivity,” he said. 

The state of freedom of speech is some-
thing that worries Vale de Almeida. He 
believes free speech should be protected, 
but simultaneously, he thinks that the quali-
ty of journalism should be enhanced. 

“We are all journalists in a way. We all 
produce news through social media, but 
some of this news is produced without 
the appropriate standard,” said Vale de 
Almeida.

Now the current ambassador of the EU to 
the UN, underestimating risks is a big con-
cern for Vale de Almeida. While addressing 
foreign relationships. He stressed that noth-
ing is guaranteed and that nothing should 
be taken for granted. 

Although journalism is important to Vale 
de Almeida, so is cooperation. Since the 
2016 presidential campaign, the Trump 
administration has considered the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization as obsolete. 
NATO, the intergovernmental military 

alliance throughout the Atlantic, holds 28 
member states.  

“If you consider all the threats around 
the world, I think it makes a lot of sense to 
keep NATO. It helps ensure the security of 
our citizens and it has built a transatlantic 
corporation, which I think is still relevant 
today,” said Vale de Almeida, “But NATO 
must also evolve and adapt to the new 
threats.”

According to Vale de Almeida, in order 
for the organization to successfully fight 
terrorism, and other threats, the U.S. must 
participate. 

Along with NATO, Vale de Almeida 
believes the U.S. should maintain its rela-
tions with the EU. 

“Together, we can fight the common 
challenges that we have,” he said. 

Terrorism, economic competitiveness 
and jobs are examples of these challenges, 
according to Vale de Almeida. 

You can follow the ambassador on twitter 
at @ValedeAlmeidaEU.  
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Why Should Americans Care About the EU
ELISE BAUERNFEIND  
AND CHRISTIAN PUSCH

By This year’s SUNY Model 
European Union Simulation kicked 
off  with a speech from the EU ambas-
sador to the UN, Joao Vale De Almeida, 
who spoke about his role as the first EU 
ambassador to the US, and why the EU 
should matter to Americans.

Almeida said he was proud and 
humbled to be appointed as the first EU 
ambassador to the U.S.

“It was a lot of fun…I had great 
cooperation with the previous administra-
tion and with congress,” Almeida said.

The EU ambassador to the US posi-
tion was created in 2010 under former 
President Obama after the Treaty of 
Lisbon was signed.

 As the first person to hold the posi-
tion, Almeida said that one of his biggest 
challenges was explaining what the EU is 
about.

“I had to explain to the Americans 
what I was doing and what I represented,” 
Almeida said.

The European Union was official-
ly formed in 1993, yet almost 20 years 
later, Americans didn’t know what it was, 
prompting the question: Why should 
Americans care about the EU?

 Kathleen Dowley, Director of SUNY 
Model European Union, believes that 

the EU’s ability to settle conflicts peace-
fully has been beneficial to the U.S.

“The U.S. was dragged into the last 
European wars…a peaceful Europe is 
good for the United States,” Dowley said.

Dowley also pointed out that Europe 
is one of the United States’ biggest trad-
ing partners.

“If you want to trade in Europe at all, 
it’s in our best interest to see the European 
Union succeed,” Dowley continued.

The president of the EU, Donald 
Tusk, said that American knowledge of 
the EU is crucial to the success of the 
Transatlantic partnership.

“We have common values, common 
interests and common allies abroad, and 
since we’ve seen the U.S. and the EU 
cooperate, I believe that the U.S. counts 

on the EU when it comes to addressing 
issues,” said Tusk.

Because the EU and the U.S. are such 
strong partners, Tusk believes that under-
standing one another is a key factor in 
making the partnership work.

“I believe that the U.S. and the EU 
together are one of the strongest partner-
ships that the world has ever seen and that 
we can achieve many things together,” 
Tusk said.

According to some participants in this 
year’s Model EU simulations, the rela-
tionship between the U.S. and the EU is 
stressed under the Trump Administration. 

SUNY MEUs writer, Christian Pusch, 
liked the relationship that the U.S. and 
EU had under the Obama Administration 
because it seemed like they were partners.

 However, now that Trump is pres-
ident, Pusch believes that tariffs on 
European products will be increased, 
which will only put more stress on the 
relationship between the U.S. and the EU.

Donald Tusk/Katie Jones photo
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Dowley reaches MEU milestone
with 10th year at the helm
JAKE FRASIER

Kathleen Dowley, Director of SUNY 
MEU, celebrates her tenth year at the 
conference. Although she goes on sabbat-
ical leave next year and will have a well 
deserved break from the stresses of orga-
nizing a conference, which she fondly 
remembers the past decade of hard work.

 “I've made such terrific colleagues,” 
Dowley said. “All the SUNY schools are 
small, so in my school we’re a depart-
ment of ten. I’m the only Europeanist, so 
[SUNY MEU] gives me a chance to get 
together with all the other lone profes-
sors teaching European politics. To me, 
that’s unparalleled. It helps my teaching, 
it helps my research and they, along 

with my students, have kept me coming 
back.”

 During her first year, Kathleen 
Dowley traveled to Turkey where the 
focus of the simulation was on making 
Turkey a member state. 

This year, however, her focus is on 
facing challenges in determining how 
exactly to tackle Brexit. 

Dowley addressed in her opening 
remarks, “I don't think we've ever been 
faced with what we've been faced with 
this week. This is the most uncertainty 
I've had in the ten years that I've done. 
Dowley continued by saying “we weren't 
even sure how to simulate Theresa May 
triggering Article 50 two days before the 

simulation.”

 After much deliberation with EU 
representation from New York City, she 
and the organizational staff at SUNY 
New Paltz decided to seek an expert, 
Michel Barnier.

Barnier is going to play the role 
of the EU’s chief Brexit negotiator and 
brief the heads of government on how 
they should handle Brexit throughout the 
simulation.

 The sixtieth anniversary of The 
Treaty of Rome and Brexit have made 
for an interesting juxtaposed dynamic, 
but Dowley has faith in the delegates’ 
ability to adapt to Barnier’s testimony 
this morning.

Costa and Luxembourg disagree 
before event even begins
TIANA BOSNJAK
International leaders came forward at this year’s Model 

European Union Simulation to present what they hope to 
achieve through cooperation with fellow European nations. 
Behind the scenes, however, conversations seemed to have 
taken a sour turn between Luxembourg and Portugal. After 
the conference adjourned, the prime minister of Luxembourg, 
Xavier Bettel, voiced his disdain for the prime minister of 
Portugal.

“Mr. Costa stated he would tear down all discussion if we 
didn’t change the agenda item,” stated Mr. Bettel bitterly, “and 
that there would be no resolution to pass.”

The representatives of Luxembourg are “appalled” at how 
firm Prime Minister Antonio Costa’s negative stance is regard-
ing the agenda. They quickly added that his, “mean, heartless, 
and power hungry attitude” may cost him any support from 
those in the conference. Antonio Costa was quick to retort.

“Fake news!” he exclaimed. “I am not in any way intent on 

telling this council what it should discuss.” 
Mr. Costa later followed up with saying, “I will however 

vote against an agenda item that I do not think is the primary 
interest of the European Union. This has been an ongoing dis-
cussion about the agenda. It does not need to be the main topic 
of a council discussion.”

Mr. Costa stressed that one goal was to have all nations in 
the EU to come together as a cohesive unit. These intentions, 
however, are called into question as the feud between two 
prime ministers is already brewing.

 Internal concerns on Portugal’s side further question 
whether or not Mr. Costa truly desires to work with everyone 
in the conference or seeks a power grab. The Portuguese team 
voiced the same concerns as Luxembourg did.

“He did say he was going to shoot down every single res-
olution. He did not agree with anything on the agenda,” said by 
one delegate who asked not to be identified.
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Celebrating 60 years of interconnection
JENNA ZIER
 

Model European Union participants 
were honored to be joined by guest speak-
er, former Ambassador of the European 
Union to the U.S., João Vale de Almeida 
at the SUNY Global Center. In his speech, 
Vale de Almeida highlighted the milestone 
60th anniversary of the creation of the EU 
through the signing of the Treaty of Rome.

 “I believe that these experiments over 
the last 60 years have been the most suc-
cessful conflict prevention, peace building, 
peacekeeping, operations of mankind,” 
said the ambassador.

The EU started off with 6 countries 
(Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Lux-
embourg and the Netherlands) in 1957 

and has spread to its current 28-country 
membership. 

Vale de Almeida commented on the 
“billions of people” brought together over 
the last 60 years and he expressed his hope 
for another 60 years of union. But with 
hope comes uncertainty. 

“…Even with great success we cannot 
be sure that it will stay the same for the 
next 60 years,” Vale de Almeida said in a 
speech. 

 It is up to the future generations to 
come together in an effort to insure peace 
for years to come in Europe.

Vale de Almeida also discussed the 
rising importance of globalization, stating, 
“[We have] lifted millions of people out 
of poverty through globalization, we have 

provided opportunities for millions of citi-
zens around the world that they had never 
had before.” 

With the ideas of globalization in 
mind, Vale de Almeida mentioned the 
importance of interconnectedness between 
Europe and the U.S., saying, “What the 
new administration thinks and does is 
extremely relevant for us.” Decisions made 
by the U.S. affect those made by the Euro-
pean Union and vice-versa. It is crucial that 
people understand the connections around 
the world today.

Vale de Almeida concluded his speech 
with, “I believe Europe will be there in 
60 years’ time, but it will be a different 
Europe.” 


